

























THIS ISSUE OF SPEAK UP WAS 
ALREADY IN PRINT BEFORE THE 
DEPLORABLE TERRORIST ATTACK 
AGAINSTTHEU.S.ON 11TH 
SEPTEMBER, MAKING IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE THE 
TRAVEL FEATURE "SIDEWALKS 
OF NEW YORK” ON PAGE 30. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE 
UNFORTUNATE CHANGES IN THE 
NEW YORK CITYSCAPE ARE NOT 
REFLECTED IN THE ARTICLE. 

IN ADDITION, THE PUBLISHERS 
ARE UNAWARE WHETHER THE 
TV PROGRAM "THAT S MY BUSH”, 
FEATURED ON PAGE 14, 

IS STILL RUNNING FOLLOWING 
THE ATTACK. 




Bruce Willis is 


back this month in 
another thriller by 
the director of The 
Sixth Sense, M 
Night Shyamalan. 



42 WHO WANTS 2B A POET? 

Cell phone text messages: a new 
literary form or just a passing fad? 
44 [§jg HEAPED EARTH 
A short story and interview with the 
acclaimed author, David Leavitt. 

5^ g| TORTURE TELEVISION 
If you thought BlC BROTHER and 
Survivor were bad, wait 
till you see The 
Weakest Link! 


^ |5^ * Indican tos textos o 

istas que Vd. podra encontrar tambien en el 
cassette. El numero que aparece en los mismos, bien 
junto at titulo del recuadro o en el mismo simbolo, se 
refiere al orden de aparicion en la cinta 
del cassette. 


lO [raj THE IRISH MIRACLE 

Elmagh Killeen, director of the Irish 
Tourist Board in Spain, speaks with 
us about Ireland, otherwise known 
these days as the Celtic Tiger. 

14 [ra] THAT’S MY BUSH! 

The creators of Sou th Park have 
come up with a new series and the 
object of the jokes is the American 
president! 

18 SPARKS FLY 

It seems that the UNBREAKABLE Bruce 
Willis is also unstoppable - capable of 
taking his career wherever he walls. 
20 BODY AND SOUL 
Anti-globalisation and pro ethical 
business: Body Shop founder Anita 
Roddick is no ordinary entrepreneur. 


Simbolo tape: Este simbolo indica los textos 
o entrevistas que Vd. podra encontrar tambien 
en el cassette. El numero que aparece en los 
mismos, bien junto al titulo del recuadro o 
en el mismo simbolo, se refiere al orden de 
aparicion en la cinta del cassette. 


24 [ra] LOVE ON-LINE 
Four New Yorkers who looked for the 
love of their lives in the chat roms of 
cyberspace share their experiences. 

28 THE SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Every year, Hollywood’s ruling elite 
head for the hills. Why? For the best 
in new independent film. 

30 gH THE SIDEWALKS 
OF NEW YORK 

No longer for the lazy, guided tours 
are now the hip way to explore 
New' York City. 

36 [ra] AFTER A LIFE LESS LOCA 
Rick)' Martin, recently voted “one of 
the 50 sexiest people on the planet”, 
discusses his amazing career and his 
latest passion: meditation. 


PI ncc ary ** os n ^ meros pequenos que hay en 
ULUbbAK t los ar ti cu ios remiten a las patabras 
del glosario que aparecen en el margen derecho o 
izquierdo de la pagina. Los numeros en circulos 
hacen referenda a los textos y a las entrevistas que 
aparecen recuadrados. 







LEISURESCOPE / music 



Paul McCartney has 
just celebrated his 21st. Well, obvi¬ 
ously not his coming-of-age birthday, 
but rather his 21st gold disc in the 
US, tieing* him with Eric Clapton as 
the recording artist with the most 
gold discs (which are awarded for US 
sales of 500,000 albums). The 21st 
album was his recent double CD 
Wingspan, a comprehensive compila¬ 
tion of McCartney's 1970s band 
Wings, which makes a great starting 
point for anyone not familiar with this 
prodigious part of the ex-Beatle's 
career. This year is a busy one for the 
59-year-old Liverpudlian, who seems 
to have passed through the stage of 
grief 10 for his wife Linda, who died in 
1998, and into a rediscovery of him¬ 
self and his music. Recently he has 
released a book of poetry, fallen in 
love once again (with model Heather 
Mills) and record- 
ed his first album 
BKpl I of new rock mate- 

i w f I Blue Skies, may 

y I well become 

gold disc number 


ESS SESi Need an excuse 
for a party? Here's one: the second 
Basement Jaxx album Rooty, which is 
positively dripping 11 with fun and 
funkiness. If Prince ever got together 
in the studio with Abba and perhaps 
Yoko Ono, they might come up with 
something like Rooty, but in fact the 
culprits are Londoners Felix Burton 
and Simon Ratcliffe, plus a lot of 
machines and choice disco samples. 
Basement Jaxx is one of the “now” 
sounds of the British capital, and it's 
as cosmopolitan and party-oriented 
as that city should 
feel. It's also the 
piffT I kind of record 

I that might sound 
very out-of-date 
pt in about two 

^ ^ months time - But 
r’S who cares?The 
■■■I party's tonight. 


Life After Spice ? 


I s there life after a career as a teen 
pop idol? Former boy-band star 
Robbie Williams seems to prove 
that it’s possible, with his success 
since leaving Take That. But for the 
1990s’ biggest girl-band, the phe¬ 
nomenally huge Spice Girls, the starting 
stakes 1 are even higher. As the original five 
Spices have one by one begun individual 
performing careers, it is ironic that the 
Spice who probably now has the highest 
profile -Posh, now better known as Vic¬ 
toria Beckham- has not done it with mu¬ 
sic, but by marrying a football star and be¬ 
coming celebrity royalty. While there’s 
been no shortage 2 of Top Ten hits for the 
solo Spices, they are forever in the shadow 
of their former megafame. 

That very problem is used as musical in¬ 
spiration by former Ginger Spice Geri 
Halliwell on her second album SCREAM If 
You Want To Go Faster. “Fifteen min¬ 
utes show em you can do it/ fifteen min¬ 
utes are you going to screw it ?” she sings 
in “It’s Heaven, It’s Hell (Being Geri Hal¬ 
liwell)”, referring to the pressure she feels 
to impress the public and the media be¬ 
fore they get bored and her fame starts to 
fade 4 . Like this song, the other standout 
tracks on the album are the racy pop 
numbers: her cover of “It’s Raining Men”, 


which has been to Number One in the 
UK, and the album’s title track. On the 
other hand, when Geri gets into funk or 
slow love songs she can sound more like a 
“wannabe 5 ”. The media circus that sur¬ 
rounds Spice Girl culture means their 
every move still holds British public atten¬ 
tion, but Geri, like most of her Spice 
sisters, has yet to clearly define an inde¬ 
pendent musical identity. 



Pogue Rock 

THE POGUES, FORMED IN 1981, WERE THE RESULT OF THE MERGING OF IRISH PUNK SHANE 
MACGOWAN'S MUSICAL OBSESSIONS: ROCK AND ROLL AND TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC. 


The Pogues’ glory days ended ten years after they began, 
when MacGowan missed several concerts due to his long¬ 
term booze and drug abuse, and soon left the group. Five 
albums had charted the rise and fall of a distinctive sound, 
produced by using traditional folk instruments like ac- 
cordeon and penny whistle 7 , with MacGowan offering his 
gutteral drawl 8 over the top.“Pogue rock" has been back 
in the headlines in 2001, with the publication of A Drink 
With Shane MacGowan, and a new Pogues compilation, The 
Very Best Of..., probably the most complete retrospective 
of the MacGowan-led Pogues. It’s all there: pub ballads offering spirited resistance to 
life’s adversities, jumping pop hits like 



“London Girl” and traditional songs like 
“Irish Rover". Most of all, there's Mac- 
Gowan's tremendous ability to evoke a 
sense of place, in sad but celebratory 
urban tales like “A Rainy Night in Soho”. 


GLOSSARY 


1 STAKES: lo que esta en juego 

2 SHORTAGE: escasez 3 TO SCREW IT: 
joderlo 4 to fade: desvanecerse 5 wannabe: want 
to be’, que quiere serlo, pero no convence 6 BOOZE: 
alcohol 7 PENNY WHISTLE: flauta metalica 8 DRAWL: 
habla lenta y pesada 9 TO TIE: empatar 10 GRIEF: 
dolor, pesar 11 DRIPPING: que le sale a chorros 


A SPEAK UP 








LEISURESCOPE / books 


New Literary Hope 

Zadie Smith’s poignant portrayal of modern, multicultural London has 

ALREADY BEEN SOLD TO EIGHT COUNTRIES, WITH A BBC MINI-SERIES ON THE WAY. 


Y oung, black and British, Zadie Smith 
has been the publishing sensation of 
the new millennium, with critics and 
public alike singing her praises 1 for her 
bestselling debut novel, WHITE TEETH - 
published when she was only 23. 

Born of mixed-race parents, Smith be¬ 
gan writing poems at the age of five. Later, 
emulating her literary heroes, she entered 
Cambridge to read English Literature. 

At the age of 21, she saw WHITE TEETH 
sold on a mere 80 pages for a £250,000 ad¬ 
vance 2 in a publishers’ auction. She spent 
the next two years working on the novel, 
which was finally published to rapturous 
acclaim and numerous prizes last year. 

A 540-page multicultural tragicomedy, 
WHITE TEETH spans the last 50 years of the 
20th century and relates the intertwined 3 
destinies of two wartime friends, Archie 
and Samad. 


While Archie betroths 4 a beautiful, al¬ 
most toothless Jamaican, Samad contracts 
an arranged marriage, producing twin 
sons, one more English than the English, 
the other an Islamic fundamentalist. In an 
ill-fated move, Samad starts an affair with a 
white woman, thereby setting in motion 
the novels central events. 

In this “broad, teeming, comic novel of 
multi-racial Britain”, the best recent work 
on contemporary London, Smith looks at 
race, sex, class, history, gender politics and 
even genetics. 

But multiculturalism is the books dom¬ 
inant theme: “Children with first and last 
names on a direct collision course. Names 
that secrete within themselves exodus, 
cramped 5 boats and planes, cold arrivals, 
medical checks.” A Dickensian plot, pitch- 
perfect dialogue and inventive prose make 
this the best debut novel of recent times. 



GLOSSARY 


1 TO SING somebody's praises: cantar 
las alabanzas de alguien 2 advance: 
anticipo, adelanto 3 to INTERTWINE: cruzarse, enrre- 
cruzarse 4 TO BETROTH: promcter en matrimonio 

5 CRAMPED: estrecho 



! I It I I K 

Cigarettes 


Las Autoridades Sanitarias advierten que el tabaco perjudic 











press / LEISU RESCOPE 


Science for the Layman 


ALTHOUGH ACCUSED OF LOWERING ITS STANDARDS IN RECENT YEARS, SCIENTIFIC 

American is still the best general scientific magazine on the market 


SCIENTIFIC UIF.IUCAN presents 


F ounded in 1845, as a weekly paper 
dedicated to the description of new 
inventions, SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
was an immediate success, feeding off pub¬ 
lic fascination with boffins 2 such as 
Thomas Edison and Samuel Morse. 

Gradually widening its brief to cover the 
scientific world in general, the publication 
soon became a permanent, prestigious fix¬ 
ture 3 in the American publishing world. By 
the 1960s, and now a monthly magazine, 
Scientific American was selling a million 
copies. 

Redesigned earlier this year, the maga¬ 
zine currently sells 627,000 copies in 
America alone, publishes 10 foreign lan¬ 
guage editions, and produces an interactive 
educational programme on American 
public television. 

Around 100 pages in length, SCIENTIFIC 
American ( www.sciam.com) offers the in¬ 


telligent lay reader “up-to-date information 
on scientific research and innovation, often 
written by the relevant scientists them¬ 
selves”. 

Areas covered include astronomy, 
biotechnology, weaponry 4 , psychology and 
the environment. Recent features have tak¬ 
en in “Stardust Memories: Tiny Records of 
Galactic History”, “The Arctic Oil & 
Wildlife 5 Refuge” and “The Semantic 
Web” (written by Tim Berners Lee, the in¬ 
ventor of the World Wide Web). 

The magazines highly individual ap¬ 
proach 6 can be seen in a profile of sex- 
change computer scientist Lynn Conway 
or an article entitled “Sex on the beach: the 
elephant seals of Ano Nuevo”. 

Informative, entertaining and very well- 
written, Scientific American is without 
doubt the best source of scientific English - 
including jargon 7 - available on the market. 




SS§FflC& 





GLOSSARY 


1 layman: profano 2 boffin: cerebrito 
3 FIXTURE: elemento fijo 4 WEAPONRY: 
armas 5 WILDLIFE: fauna 6 APPROACH: enfoque 7 jar¬ 
gon: jerga 



La cantidad de nicotina y alquitran que inhale 
variara dependiendo de como fume el cigarrillo. 


iriamente la salud. Nic.: 0,9 mg., 0,6 mg. Alq.: 12 mg., 8 mg. 






MOVIES / LEISURESCOPE 


And They Lived Ugly Ever After 


WITH STATE OF THE ART ANIMATION, A GROUCHY GREEN "HERO" AND DELIGHTFULLY 
IRREVERENT HUMOUR, SHREK WILL CHARM ADULTS AND CHILDREN ALIKE. 


A s SHREK opens, we hear a voice read¬ 
ing a fairy tale with “a princess under 
an enchantment 1 ... a fire-breathing 
dragon.” Suddenly one of the beautifully 
illustrated pages is torn off by a huge green 
hand and we cut to a shot of the ogre 
emerging from his wooden privy 2 . That ir¬ 
reverent tone is what makes the film so im¬ 
mensely enjoyable, with its neat visual and 
verbal gags, its sly references and its con¬ 
stant digs at Disney: the awful regimented 
town of Duloc, where the people respond 
like a TV audience to cueboards like 
LAUGHTER or REVERENCE, is a nightmare 
Disneyworld. 

Shrek (voiced by Mike Myers) is an antiso¬ 
cial ogre who lives in his swamp and will 
“squeeze 3 the jelly from your eyes.” When 
the evil Lord Farquaad (John Lithgow), 
one of those absurd English names that 
sounds like “fuckwad” when pronounced, 


banishes all the fairy-tale characters, they 
turn up in his garden. The only way to re¬ 
cover his peace is to set off to rescue 
Princess Fiona (Cameron Diaz) from the 
dragon and bring her back as Farquaad’s 
bride. His companion is the garrulous 
Donkey (Eddie Murphy) - “you’ve seen a 
housefly, a superfly, but never a donkey 
fly,” he prattles as he soars through the air. 
The animation is state of the art: we can see 
every blade of grass, every scale on the drag¬ 
on. In fact, it is so good that it leaves us free 
to relish the story and the hugely inventive 
jokes. Farquaad’s potential marriage part¬ 
ners are presented by the magic mirror in 
best “Blind Date” style: “Kiss her dead 
frozen lips and find out what a live wire 4 she 
is,” it babbles about Snow White. 

The dialogue is no less excellent, though 
you have to be quick to catch some of the 
jokes. Others are there for the taking: the 



star named after the ogre “Bloodnut the 
Flatulent”; Donkey’s jivey description 
of Shrek as “a mean green fighting 
machine”; or Shrek’s inevitable, but no less 
enjoyable, cry: “I have to save my ass.” 
Not to be missed. 


1 ENCHANTMENT: hechizo 2 PRIVY: 
retrete, excusado 3 TO squeeze: 
exprimir 4 LIVE WIRE : llena de vida 


GLOSSARY 



Cursos 
de Idiomas 
en el extranjero, 

para universitarios y adult os 


• Pfdenos un CD-ROM o un video gratuito, 
para conocer nuestros centros. 

Oferta de vuelo gratis para cursos 
interns /os de 8 y 12 semanas. 


Centros Internacionales 
de Idiomas 


■F Centros Internacionales de Idiomas (16 anos en adelante) 
zF Ano Academico en el Extranjero (16 a 28 anos) 

■F Ano Multilingue (16 anos en adelante) 


www.ef.com 
www. englishtown. com 
centrosidiomas. es@ef. com 


Oficinas y Delegaciones 
en toda Espana 


902 12 12 15 


MADRID /Juan Bravo, 3c- IV Tel. 914264941 
BARCELONA / Balms, 150 - 2°- 1 /Tel. 934159424 


© 

aseproce 

SU-OCT/Oi 









LEISU RESCOPE / travel 





ODYSSEY RREI1R 


A BLIND DATE, 
ANYONEP 


reasons for visiting Great Britain. With 
five activity zones created for all ages, W5 
is an abbreviation for “whowhatwhy- 
whenwhere.” For more information, con¬ 
sult wwiv. tbeodyssey. co. uk 


ZURICH. The Swiss seem to have a 
monopoly on interesting dining and hotel 
options with the latest being the new 
Zurich restaurant where the lights are not 
just dimmed 1 - they are actually turned 
off 7 ! Blindekuh was the original idea of a 
blind pastor who wanted people to under¬ 
stand what it’s like to be sightless 3 . Diners 
eat in the dark, and, if nature calls, a 
member of the mostly blind staff will 
escort you to the loo 4 . 

148 Muhlebachstrasse: 00/4/11-421 5050. 


A LITTLE BIT OF 
COUNTRY 


NASHVILLE. The capital of 
country music has been in the 
midst of a construction boom. 
And the impressive result is 
the new Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum located in 
downtown Nashville. The four-story', $37 
million structure traces the history of 
country music through artifacts, films, 
and interactive displays and houses two 
prize collection pieces - Elvis Presley’s 
gold-colored Cadillac and Webb Pierce’s 
Pontiac Bonneville. Don’t miss the amus¬ 
ing auditorium floor imprinted with the 
steps of popular dances. 


HELLO, DALI! 


FLORIDA. It’s an unlikely 
place for a premier art 
museum, but St. Petersburg 
is the home of the most com¬ 
prehensive collection of work 
by the Spanish Surrealist 
Salvador Dali. Thanks to the 
efforts of an American couple 
with a passion for Dali, 
the museum contains over 


1,500 works and a large 
archival library. There's 
also a fabulous gift shop 
where you can buy traditional 
and bizarre items, some 
emblazoned with this Daliesque 
statement: "The difference between 
a mad man and myself is that... 

I am not mad!" 1000 Third Street South, 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701, USA. 

Tel: 00/1/727-8233767. 


i n an attempt to erase its reputation as 
the home of bombs and bloodshed 12 , 
Belfast has become the site of Irelands 
biggest (and hopefully safest) attraction - 
Odyssey. Created in a formerly aban¬ 
doned area, Odyssey is a multimedia cen¬ 
ter that includes a shopping area, a sport¬ 
ing arena and a science facility 13 . Its new 
interactive center, W5, has even been de¬ 
fined by Tony Blair as one of the six best 


GLOSSARY 


1 to DIM: bajar 2 to turn off: apagar 3 sightless: cicgo 4 loo (coll. UkJ: lavabo, servicio 
5 four-story: de cuatro pisos 6 race through airport customs: pasar rapidamcnte por la 
aduana 7 or skip the process altogether: o bien saltar todo el proceso 8 to refurbish: renovar 9 to boast: 
disponer de 10 bold: impactante 11 RELIEF SCULPTURE: cscukura cn relieve 12 BLOODSHED: monandad, 
derrame de sangre 13 SCIENCE facility: cenrro de divulgacion cientifica 


new YORK. Tired after a long international flight, most visitors to the Big 
Apple wish they could just race through airport customs 4 or skip the 
process altogether 7 . That feeling may change, however, after travelers 
see Terminal 4, Kennedy Airport's newly refurbished 8 International 
Arrivals area. Thanks to a $1.4 billion public-private venture, the new 
terminal boasts 9 big, bold 10 art installations, all low maintenance, that 
reflect the New York experience. There's "Travelogues," a multimedia 
narrative; "Curtain Wall,” an abstract work that uses curtains to 
evoke clouds, winds and change; and “New York Streets”, brightly 
painted relief sculptures 11 . 

Odyssey in Belfast 


BELFAST 


8 










C Gleeson 


INTERVIEW I I IRISH ENGLISH /ADVANCED 


ELMAGH KILLEEN 


En los ultimos anos, la economfa de 
Irlanda ha crecido de forma especta- 
cular. Ha sido una evolucion parecida 
a la de algunos pafses asiaticos. 





ON TAPE/I 

Speaker: Conor Gleeson 
British English 

F or most of the last two centuries, 
Ireland’s main export has been its 
own people, with millions fleeing 1 
starvation, unemployment and 
hopelessness. Millions of emi¬ 
grants from a country whose population 
has never reached eight figures. Then, as 
the new millennium beckoned 2 , western 
Europe’s agricultural basket-case 3 somehow 
transformed itself into a young, economic 
powerhouse, a magnet for the world s lead¬ 
ing multinationals. These days, Ireland 
is frequently called the “Celtic Tiger”, a ref¬ 
erence to the “Asian Tigers”, the dynamic 
emerging economies of the Far East. 
SPEAK Up spoke to Elmagh Killeen, direc¬ 
tor of the Irish Tourist Board in Spain, 
about her country’s startling transforma¬ 
tion. We first asked her to expand on the 
term “CelticTiger”. 



Elmagh Killeen: (StandardIrish English): 
Well, the saying or the phrase “Celtic 
Tiger” comes from the similarities to Asia 
and in particular to Singapore. We’ve all 
heard of in the past the saying the “Asian 
Tiger”, so this particular similarity exists in 
the educational sector of Asia and Ireland. 
In the pre-1970s Singapore, lor example, 
their workforce was very poorly educated, 
but by the 90s this had changed to nearly 
70% of the workforce completing second- 
level education. So this is a similar case in 
Ireland, with a change from people leaving 
school early, sort of after primary level; and 
a sizeable proportion of school leavers now 
go on to third-level education, so we in Ire¬ 
land have a very, very high level of educated 
people, and this would be the major simi¬ 
larity with the “Asian Tiger” as such - and 
now the “CelticTiger”. 

Speak Up: Do you think the term is justi¬ 
fied? 

Elmagh Killeen: Absolutely. There has 
been a huge increase like what happened, 
say, in the 80s in Asia. There’s been a huge 
increase in growth in Ireland in the last, say, 
ten years. According to an OECD report, 
Ireland’s economy, for example, grew at an 
annual average rate of 8.5% in the last six 
years. And that’s, that really is a huge, huge 
growth level if you compare it, for instance, 
to the EU average over these years, say, for 
94 to 99, the growth, average growth level 
in the EU was 2.3, so you can see there 
that’s a huge difference between the two. 


Ireland, at the moment as well, has a level of 
unemployment 4 of about 4.5% and if you 
look at the level, say, in 1993, 1994, 
we had an unemployment rate of 15.7, so if 
you look at all these factors you see that re¬ 
ally, there’s been an incredible change in 
Ireland and hence, hence the name, “The 
Celtic Tiger”. 

Speak Up: How important has the clever 
use of European funds been in Irelands re¬ 
cent tremendous growth? 

Elmagh Killeen: It has been an impor¬ 
tant factor. Ireland traditionally has 
gained a lot from being a member of the 
EU and we received in the last 15 years 
quite a substantial amount of funds from 
the European Union. The main thing 
we’ve gained, I would say, from these 
funds is we’ve improved hugely our infra¬ 
structure in Ireland in the last, say ... talk¬ 
ing about 25, 30 years ago, our roads in 
Ireland, road system, telecommunica¬ 
tions, were very, very behind the rest of 
Europe and Great Britain, and with the 
help of these structural funds, which 
mainly we have invested in our infrastruc- 
ture, our roads have improved, our 
telecommunications have improved, and 
we’re now at the cutting edge 5 , if you like, 
with our digital telephone systems, and 
that has in itself increased the number of 
investors coming into Ireland and the 
number of companies into Ireland. We’ve 
become a much more interesting place to 
set up an operation. 


10 SPEAK UP 




Irish tradition is also thriving in this modernised, 
economically competitive country. 

Speak Up: Low corporate taxation, re¬ 
duced personal taxation and wage moder¬ 
ation are all part of Ireland s “Social Part¬ 
nership 6 ”. Explain diis concept to us. 
Elmagh Killeen: Well, with the prosperi¬ 
ty, one of the things that has helped enor¬ 
mously has been the partnership, as you 
say, between the Government and, say, the 
trade unions. This has been very important 
because in other countries this just hasn’t 
worked where the country is growing and 
things happening. I know that even here in 
Spain recently there’ve been problems with 
the relationship between the trade unions 
and their whole economic plan has been 
maybe delayed a little bit because of this. In 
the case of Ireland, we’ve been very lucky 
that the Government has been able to work 
very closely with the trade unions and 
hence we have our economic plan for the 
next five years, where all the trade unions 
have been promised that the wages will be 
kept in line with 7 economic growth. And 
this has led to us being able to keep our in¬ 
flation rate down. Also, the corporation tax 
in Ireland is one of the lowest in the Euro¬ 
pean Union, and this has led to huge in¬ 
vestment, outward investment, people 
coming in and investing in our country. 


The Government have been very clever 
with their incentives to the companies 
coming in from abroad, the multination¬ 
als, offering incentives like the very low cor- 
poration tax and hence increasing the 
number and the employment in Ireland. 

Speak Up: To what extent has Ireland 
moved from an agricultural economy to 
an industrial one? 

Elmagh Killeen: Well, although agri-food 
industries remain a mainstay 8 in Ireland’s 
economy, it’s very true that Ireland has 


transformed itself from the traditional agri¬ 
cultural base into a modern, diversified, 
manufacturing force. A lot of US informa¬ 
tion technology companies have, now have 
a presence in Ireland. In fact, Ireland now 
accounts for a third of all US electronic in¬ 
vestments in Europe. This year, Ireland 
overtook the United States as the world’s 

1 TO FLEE: huir 2 TO BECKON: llamar 
3 BASKET-CASE: CasO perdiclo 4 UNEM¬ 
PLOYMENT: pare 5 cutting edge: vanguardia 6 part¬ 
nership: asociacion 7 in line with: ala parde 8 main¬ 
stay: pilar, puntal 


GLOSSARY 


SPFAK UP 11 













EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 

El primerejercicio esta disenado para mejo- 
rar su nivel de comprension especifica. 

A continuacion, hay otro que se basa en la 
comprension general del reportaje. 

1) Listen and indicate whether the following 
statements are true or false. If false, ex¬ 
plain why. 

a. Ireland is often referred to the “Celtic 

Tiger' 1 because of its similarities to grow¬ 
ing economies in Asia true/false 

b. In the last six years Ireland’s economy has 
grown at an annual average of 8.5% 

true/false 

c. The current level of unemployment in Ire¬ 
land is around 15.7% true/false 

d. Ireland has mainly used funds from the Eu¬ 

ropean Union to improve its education sys¬ 
tem true/false 

e. The successful partnership between the 
Government and the trade unions has 
helped Ireland's economic growth 

true/false 

f. Corporation tax in Ireland is the lowest in 

Europe. true/false 

g. Multinationals have been attracted to in¬ 

vesting in Ireland because of factors like 
low corporation tax. true/false 

2] Listen again and answer the following 
general comprehension questions: 

a. Howare Singapore and Ireland similar in 
the educational sector? 

B. What particular telecommunications sys¬ 
tem has increased the number of investors 
coming into Ireland? 

c. How has Ireland been able to keep its infla¬ 
tion rate down? 

d. What two visions of Ireland do people have 
nowadays? 

Answers: 

ii 

a. True b.True 

c. False. At the moment it's about 4.5% 
o. False. To improve its infrastructure 
(roads, telecommunications). 
e. True f. False. It's one of the lowest. 
g. True 

2 ) 

a. In both countries the level of educated peo¬ 
ple has risen dramatically 
B. Digital telephone systems 
c. By promising trade unions that wages will 
be kept in line with economic growth 
o. The rural, traditional Ireland, and the eco¬ 
nomically successful I reland 


largest exporter of software. And, consider¬ 
ing the size of our little country, this really is 
quite a spectacular figure. So it has been a 
very, very important move and it was peo¬ 
ple 25 years ago who got us into this situa¬ 
tion of being able to be more of a techno¬ 
logical country, rather than being too, too 
dependent on our agricultural sector. 

Speak Up: How has Ireland changed in 
general in the last ten years? 

Elmagh Killeen: Well, apart from the ob¬ 
vious factors of growth and economic 
boom, Ireland has become, if you like, 
more of a modern society. I like to think 
that we’ve moved on from being the don- 
key-and-cart 9 society of Europe to ... 
moved on to be a more sophisticated... and 
we’re now up there with all the other 
economies in Europe. I think looking in 
from the outside there are, you know, two 
visions of Ireland. Ireland used to be con¬ 
sidered the backward 10 , rural... the man 
with the tweed cap 11 sitting at the bar with 
the pipe in his mouth, drinking a pint of 
Guinness. And I think now people have an 
image of... more of Ireland as being eco¬ 
nomically successful and touristically more 
sophisticated. 

Speak Up: What effect has this “Irish 
Miracle 1 "” had on the country’s tourism? 


Far from destroying the famous Irish charm of old, 
the economic boom has enhanced the quality of 
services in the tourist industry and has also revived 
interest in this country’s cultural heritage. 

Elmagh Killeen: Well, it... again I like to 
think it’s had a positive effect. Looking 
from the outside in, obviously peoples im¬ 
age of Ireland has changed. You have peo¬ 
ple looking at the whole business side. They 
know we’re booming. They might be 
frightened at the thought that Ireland has 
lost its charm 13 and the old rural, green Ire¬ 
land and the friendly welcome in your Bed 
& Breakfast... But we feel that this certain¬ 
ly has not changed and, if anything, this 
whole boom has had a very positive effect 
on our tourist industry. Just looking at the 
quality from accommodation to restau¬ 
rants to products to golf courses... has all 
increased and got much, much more high¬ 
er quality standards. So we like to think 
that we still have the charm that we’ve al¬ 
ways had. The only thing that has changed, 
and for the good, is that our levels of quali¬ 
ty in these establishments, be it accommo¬ 
dation or restaurants, has increased and im¬ 
proved considerably. 

BY CONOR GLEESON 
PHOTOS COURTESY OFTHE IRISH TOURIST BOARD 

9 DONKEY-AND-CART: burro y carro 

10 BACKWARD: atrasado 11 CAP: gorra 
12 MIRACLE: milagro 13 CHARM: cncanto, atractivo 
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SNEAKER CHIC 

Once considered just functional acces¬ 
sories, sneakers 1 are now ultra-trendy 
fashion items. For its Spring 2001 collec¬ 
tion, Gucci even paired high-tops 2 with 
transparent black corsets. The Nike 
brand deserves special credit for elevat¬ 
ing basic trainers to this cult status. Their 
Air Woven sneaker, produced in limited 
numbers, is now a collector’s item. 

A QUEEN WITHOUT A FACE 

Cleopatra is arguably 8 
the most important fe¬ 
male figure in ancient 
history, but she is also 
one of the least under¬ 
stood. Few historians, 
in fact, can describe her 
personality or even her physiognomy. 
Now visitors to the British Museum's 
"Cleopatra of Egypt: From History to 
Myth,” can make their own conclusions 
about this elusive woman based on 
artifacts from over thirty museums from 
around the world.The most impre¬ 
ssive item on view is a 104-cm statue of 
Cleopatra VII on loan from the Flermitage 
Museum in St. Petersburg. 

THE SEXIEST SPORT 

In the last five years, 
golf in the US has 
gone from being an 
old man's pastime to 
the sexy sport of 
young men and wo¬ 
men. And a series of 
new American magazines, 
like Maximum Golf, Fringe Golf 
and Schwing!, are certainly taking note. 
Convinced that Golf and Golf Digest, the 
two granddad magazines of the field, are 
not catering to youthful interests, these 
new publications offer titillating photos of 
nude women with golf balls as well as ar¬ 
ticles on golfing nuns 9 , golfing strippers, 
and even the First Annual Pamela Ander¬ 
son Bikini Golf Open. What would Tiger 
Woods think? 




1 SNEAKERS (US): zapacillas deporti- 
vas 2 HIGH-TOPS: zaparillas de 
baloncesto 3 TO usher in : provocar, iniciar 4 RACY: 
audaz 5 LACY: de encaje 6 bustle: polison 7 are 
selling LIKE hotcakes: se escan vendiendo como 
churros 8 arguably: probablemente 9 nun: monja 
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Scarlet 

Fever 

T he recent release in the 
United States of the film 
Moulin Rouge has ush¬ 
ered in 3 a veritable fash¬ 
ion revolution with the 
racy 4 , lacy 5 look definitely in style. 
Embroidered satin corsets, bustle 6 
dresses and fringe skirts -rigorously 
in black and scarlet- are selling like 
hotcakes 7 . The department store 
Bloomingdales has even created its 
own Moulin Rouge boutique in its 
New York and Century, California 
shops. And to help complete the 
look, Christian Dior has created a 
Moulin Rouge make-up collection. 





Goodbye Gatorade, hello Wisdom, 
Karma and Elations, the latest 
cool drinks for health-conscious 
Americans. American food manu¬ 
facturers are creating products 
promising health benefits and 
containing the active ingredients 
found in dietary supplements and 
herbal medicines. Take, for exam¬ 
ple, the SoBe line of PepsiCo 
which offers elixirs with herbs 
like St. John's Wort. To "enlighten 
yoursenses,” Snapple add ginkgo 
biloba to their ice tea. And even 
Coke are planning a drink called 
Elations, which will contain a diet¬ 
ary supplement already popular 
among people with arthritis. 
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lAfORLD REPORT == AMERICAN enolish /advanced 


AMERICAN TV 


Desde la controvertida victoria 
electoral republicana, las bromas y 
chistes sobre Bush no han cesado. 
Ahora, los creadores de SOUTH 
Park ridiculizan al presidente en 
un programa de TV. 




ONTAPE /2 

Speaker: Mark Worden 
British English 


A fter the farce of the presidential 
election re-count, not to men¬ 
tion the jokes that were told 
about George W. Bush’s bizarre 
use of the English language, it 
was perhaps inevitable that Americas latest 
president would inspire comedy writers 
once he got to office. The result is That’s 
My BUSH which first aired 1 on the cable 
channel Comedy Central in April and 
which is the creation of Trey Parker and 
Matt Stone, who were also responsible for 
South Park. 

The 30-minute show is a send-up 2 , not 
only of Bush, but of the soap opera genre as 
a whole. The main characters include 
George W., played by Tim Bottoms, his 
too-good-to-be-true wife Laura, played by 
Carrie Quinn Dolin, the cynical maid 3 , 
Maggie, who has seen it all before 4 , Karl, 
the long-suffering chief of staff and a dim- 
witted 5 yet gorgeous 4 blond assistant, 
Princess. Bush is clearly out of his depth 7 in 
the job, but he emerges as an engaging 


GLOSSARY 


1 TO air: salir (en TV) 2 send up: sicira 
3 MAID: criada 4 WHO HAS SEEN IT ALL 


BEFORE: quc sc las sabc todas 5 DIM-WITTED: de pocas luces 
6 GORGEOUS: guapisima 7 OUT OF HIS DEPTH: le viene grande 
8 CHALLENGE: dcsafi'o 9 TO TUNE IN: sintonizar 10 ToVoR- 
TRAY: rctratarl 1 TO PISS PEOPLE OFF: cabrear a la genre 
12 EXCERPT: pasajel 3 REVIEW SESSION: sesibn de repaso 
14 SINCE ... BELL BOTTOMS: desde que el servicio secreto lle- 
vaba pantalones de pata de elefante 15 YEP = YES 16 A PET 
CAUSE: causa predilecta 17 "SAY NO TO DRUGS”: Di NO a 
las drogas (eslogan de la gran campana contra la droga lan- 
zada por Nancy Reagan, esposa de Ronald) 18 BURN vic¬ 
tims OF THE HOMELESS: vi'etimas dc los incendios provoca- 
dos por indigences 


character as he endeavours to deal with the 
challenge 8 . The writers manage to find an¬ 
archic humour in such issues as abortion, 
the death penalty and gun control. Eight 
episodes are planned and, if successful, the 
show could well be exported. 

Whether the real Bushes tune in 9 is not 
known, but a proposal to portray 10 the 
couple s daughters as incestuous lesbians 
was vetoed by producers, as was an episode 
that would have dealt with an assassination 
attempt. But, as Trey Parker comments, “II 
we’re pissing people off 1 , we’re having a 
good time.” Here then are some excerpts 17 
from the first episode, in which the Presi¬ 
dent solemnly addresses the nation. Like 
all American politicians, he reads from a 
teleprompter: 

George (Standard American /Texan ac¬ 
cent): My fellow Americans, this week 
1 plan to unite our country and bring both 
sides of the abortion issue together in a 
historic summit. Abortion is a very serious, 
very personal issue and let me assure all 
of you that tonight you promised to 
have dinner with Laura. I mean, let me 
assure all of you that I’ll do my best. 
Good night. 

George: Laura, you have to stop putting 
reminder messages to me in the tele¬ 
prompter. 

Laura (StandardAmerican/ Texan accent): 
I just don’t want you to forget our dinner 
plans and you don’t have time to talk 
to me. 

George: I’m talking to you know! 


Laura: All right. Fine. 

At this point, Princess enters: 

Princess: Mr. President! I was reviewing 
your schedule on my palm pilot and re¬ 
alised you only have 10 minutes to save the 
earth from the Zinthians. 

George: That’s not a palm pilot, Princess, 
that’s a Game Boy. 

Princess: Then wait. What’s this? 
George: That’s a cheeseburger. Come on, 
Princess, lets have another review session 13 . 

In order to console herself, Laura turns to 
Maggie: 

Laura: Maggie, you’ve worked in the 
White House for how many years? 
Maggie: Oh, hell, since the secret service 
wore bell bottoms 14 . 

Laura: George is so busy being president, 
1 feel like nobody pays attention to me. 
Maggie: Yep 15 , yep, yep, pretty soon you’ll 
start to feel like nobody pays attention to you. 
Laura: Huh? 

Maggie: What? 

Laura: I’m saying I’m worried about my 
marriage. 

Maggie: You’re having First Lady syn¬ 
drome. Oh, sure, they all go through it. 
Laura: Well, what do other first ladies do? 
Maggie: It’s easy. When your husband is 
president, you can consider your marriage 
over. See, you’ll find a pet cause 16 , hide 
your broken heart behind an agenda like 
“Say No to Drugs,” 17 helping burn victims 
of the homeless 18 . 


14 SPEAK UP 






- {ff'i - f 'jy 





Trey Parker and Matt 
Stone, inventors of 
the two series, That’s 
My Bush! and South 
Park (far left). 


Laura: No, I believe in my marriage. I’m 
gonna resist the urge 19 to help the home¬ 
less burn victims and make my marriage 
work! 

Maggie: Good for you! 20 

Meanwhile George prepares for the his¬ 
toric abortion dinner with senior advisor, 
Karl: 

George: Look at that, Karl. An abortion 
cake, a fondue set, why this suckers gonna 
kick butt! 21 What do you think? 

Karl: Honestly, Mr. President, I think the 
whole abortion dinner part) 7 idea is a lit¬ 
tle... gay. The head of pro-life and the head 
of pro-choice 22 are both very strong per¬ 
sonalities. You put them in a room togeth¬ 
er, it could be very volatile 23 . 

George: Oh, that’s what you said about 
the NFL and the XFL 24 ? I united them! 
And what about the Heat Miser and the 
Snow Miser 2 \ didn’t you see how they fi¬ 
nally found a way to get along? 

Karl: Yes, Mr. President, I viewed the 
briefing tape you gave me. 

George: Just imagine it, Karl, a big glossy 


color photo on the cover of every maga¬ 
zine: leader of pro-life, leader of pro-choice 
and they’re shaking hands and I’m in the 
middle, a little fondue set off on the side. 
Karl: We’re Republicans, we don’t like the 
pro-choice people, remember? 

George: I’m a uniter, Karl. Tomorrow 
night I’m going to make Uniter history. 
Karl: Tomorrow night? Oh, you had 
scheduled the summit for tonight. 
George: Oh, no! no! I had it scheduled for 
tomorrow night. 

Princess: No, you said yesterday you 
wanted to schedule it for “the day after to¬ 
morrow.” 

George: That’s right. 

Princess: But it’s today now. 

George: So it should be tomorrow. 
Princess: Oh, tomorrow keeps tricking 
me! 26 

George: I can’t make the summit tonight, 
Karl. I have a dinner date with Laura. 
Karl: Well, it’s too late. The head of pro¬ 
life, Felix Harris, is on his way here and, 
from what I understand, he’s a freak 27 . 
George: What kind of freak? 

Karl: Apparently, he was aborted 30 years 


ago, he managed to survive and now he is 
bitter 28 , he is angry and he hates to be can¬ 
celled on 29 . 

George: Oh, boy, Laura’s going to be 
mad. I know, maybe I can trick her into 
moving the date 30 . Yeah, I can trick her! 

Needless to say, this plan doesn’t work 
and the result is a disaster: 

George: Laura, honey, you don’t really 
want to have dinner this evening, do ya? 
Laura: Yes, George, I really, really do. 
George: Damn, that didn’t work. 
Maggie: See, he’s trying to cancel your 
dinner date tonight. 

George: Now, Maggie, you stay out of 
this! Laura, something political has 
come up. 

Maggie: Told you he’d say that, didn’t I? 
George: Laura, it’s just that being 
president... 

George and Maggie: is harder than you 
can possibly imagine. 

George: Liura, I have to put the country... 

George and Maggie: ... ahead of our 
interests. 
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Modern presidential humour probably began in 1929 when it was announced that 
Calvin Coolidge had died. This led writer Dorothy Parker to ask, “How can they 
tell 1 ?” Lyndon B. Johnson 11963-8) was himself something of a comedian. 

He once said of Gerald Ford (1974-6) that he was "the only guy I know who's too 
dumb 2 to walk down the street and chew gum at the same time," while, when the 
young George Bush, Sr (1988-92) asked him whether it was better to be in the 
Senate or the House, he told him “Hell, son, it's like the difference between chicken 
salad and chicken shit!” Richard Nixon 

wppyjj^i || V^HjH 

between two mediocrities, Reagan and 1 f 

Carter, a comedian observed that the ^ ^ 

lessers 5 ," while Clinton was responsi- t* j 


Nixon 


Carter 


Clinton 


EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 


George: Will you stop that! Don’t you 
have some laundry 31 to do? 

Maggie: Oh, you’re right, I’ve got to do 
like your father did and separate the 
whites from the coloreds 32 ! 

George: Well, at least he believed in 
something! 

Laura: You’ve cancelled on me 17 times. 
Can’t you cancel this one thing for me? 
George: Laura, it isn’t that simple, honey, 
you have no idea what is going on. 

At which point a guided tour of the 
White House appears: 

Guide: (This is) the main room of the 
White House. Over here you can see the 
President and the First Lady having an ar- 
gumentabout his commitment to their 
marriage. 

George: Hi, kids. Can we not do this 
right now? 

Guide: All right, let’s move on to the 
next room. Mr. President doesn’t like 
spending time with schoolchildren. 
Boo! 

Schoolchildren: Boo! 


Laura: George, you said that, even if you 
became president, your family would still 
come first. 

George: All right, Laura, I’ll keep my 
dinner date with you. 

Laura: You will? Thank you, George? It 
means a lot to me. 

George: I am such a pussy! 33 
Laura: That’s my Bush! 

19 URGE: impulso, dcsco 20 GOOD FOR 
you!: jbravo! ;chapeau! 21 WHY, THIS SUC¬ 
KER'S GONNA KICK BUTT: esta fiesta va a arrasar (lit., que va a 
dar una parada en el culo) 22 PRO-LIFE, PRO-CHOICE: lo$ 
anti-aborcionistas y los quc dcficnden el derecho a elegir de 
la mujer 23 VOLATILE: explosivo 24 NFL, XFL : National 
Football League, Extreme Football League 25 Heat Miser, 
Snow Miser: personajes de cuentos de ninos en EE. UU. 
26 KEEPS TRICKING ME: siempre me confunde 27 HE'S A 
FREAK: es un tipo muy extrano 28 BITTER: amargado 29 HE 
HATES TO BE CANCELLED ON: no soporta que se le anulen las 
citas 30 I CAN TRICK HER ... DATE: puedo hacer trampa para 
que cambie de dfa 31 LAUNDRY: ropa sucia 32 SEPARATE THE 
WHITES FROM THE COLOREDS: juego dc palabras - puede sig- 
nificar ‘separar la ropa blanca de la de colores’ pero tambien 
puede refirirse a las razas blancas y negras 33 I AM SUCH A 
PUSSY!: ;soy tan debil! (tanto ‘pussy’ (lit. gatito) como ‘bush’ 
(lit. arbusro) pueden referirsc a los genitales femeninos) 

IT'S NO JOKE 1 HOW CAN THEY TELL?: y <como lo saben? 

2 DUMB: tonto 3 FAKE: (also 4 ASSHOLE: ano 5 THE EVIL 
...LESSERS: LIT., el mas malo de dos sosos (juego de 
palabras: la frase correcta seria ‘the lesser of two evils’, cuyo 
significado equivaldria a: un mal menor) 


El primer ejercicio esta disenado para 
mejorar su nivel de comprension. Luego, 
analizaremos aspectos del vocabulario. 

1. Listen to the introduction only of the 
report and answer the following true/false 
questions. If the answer is false, say why. 

a. They decided to make a satirical 

programme about Bush because of his 
election campaign true/false 

b. This show is Trey Parker and Matt Stone's 

first programme true/false 

c. The portrayal of George W. Bush is totally 

negative true/false 

d. “That's my Bush” is a satire on George W. 
Bush and on television in general 

true/false 

2. Listen to the introduction for the second 
time and identify the roles of the following 
characters in That's my Bush and give an 
adjective to describe them: 

a. Laura 

b. Maggie 

c. Karl 

o. Princess 

3. “That's my Bush” is a “send-up” - a 
satire. This noun comes from the phrasal 
verb “to send somebody up” meaning to 
“make fun of somebody”. Can you guess the 
meaning of these other verbs from context? 

a. The referee sent him off for that foul. 

b. Shall we send out for a pizza? 

c. I sent off for information about that course. 
D. We gave him a find send-off when he 

retired. 

Answers: 

ii 

a. False. It came about as a result of the 
election recount and George W. Bush's 
strange use of English 

b. False. They also created “South Park” 

c. False. He is portrayed as incompetent but 
also "engaging” 

o. False. It is a satire on George W. Bush and 
soap operas in general 

2) 

a. Laura - George W. Bush's wife (“too good 
to be true”) 

b. Maggie - their maid (“cynical”) 

c. Karl - their chief of staff (“long-suffering”) 

d. Princess - Bush’s assistant (“dim-witted”, 
“gorgeous”, “blond") 

3) 

a. expulsar b. pedir que traigan algo 

c. pedir que envien algo 

d. una gran despedida 
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ernes wins 

BREAK HIM 
IF YOU CAN 


Los incondicionales de Bruce Willis pueden estar contentos, 
el actor no para de trabajar. Hace de todo: pelfculas de accion, 
comedias, dramas... El mismo asegura que en estos momen- 
tos puede hacer mas o menos todo lo que le apetece. 

I f the proverbial fifteen minutes is 
indeed all the fame that anyone is 
entitled to 1 , Bruce Willis seems deter¬ 
mined to milk them for all they are 
worth 2 . He’s everywhere, this guy. 

From television sitcoms, video games and 
singing in a rock band, to appearing in 
flicks 3 ranging from action, to comedy, 
romance and drama, dabbling 4 in indie 
and, most recently, experimentation 
in what could best be described as super¬ 
natural, with The Sixth Sense and 
Unbreakable, both directed by M Night 
Shyamalan. 

Bruce Willis, superstar, seemed to come 
out of nowhere back in his Moon- 
Lighting (Luz de Luna) days yet had 
been assiduously working the stage for 
nearly ten years in New York. “If it had 


GLOSSARY 


1 ENTITLED TO: que sc ledcbe 

2 TO MILK THEM FOR ALL THEY’RE- 
worth: aprovcchar todo lo que puede 3 FLICK: pelicula 
4 to dabble: Lener escarceos con 5 decked out: ataviado 
6 ARMY FATIGUES: uniforme de soldado 7 hair-do: 
peinado 8 HOPEFUL: aspirante 9 sparks flew, if you 
WILL: saltaban chispas, por asi decirlo 10 DIE HARD: in- 
transigente 11 shoot 'em up: matar a rodos 12 blind¬ 
folded: con las ojos vendados 


BRUCE, AN OVERVIEW 1 welding: soldadura 
2 TO MOONLIGHT: teller un segundo empleo, estar 
pluricmpleado 3 to juggle: hacer juegos de manos 
4 CALLING: vocacion 5 ASTOUNDING: asombroso 



taken twenty, I’d have still done it. I knew 
this was what I wanted,” he has said. 
When he showed up for the casting of 
Moonlighting, decked out 5 in multiple 
earrings, army fatigues 6 and punk hair-do 7 
(fresh from a casting as Madonna’s 
boyfriend for DESPERATELY SEEKING 
SUSAN), there were only two people in the 
room who were convinced that Bruce was 
a cut above the 3000 (yes, 3000) hopefuls 8 
who had already had their chance and 
failed: Bruce and one co-producer. But 
when that co-producer convinced Cybill 


Shepherd to meet Willis, she says, “There 
was a reaction. Sparks flew, if you will 7 .” 
The rest, as they say, is history and die 
balmy evenings when he could anonyn- 
mously sip a cold beer on his front 
doorstep watching the neighborhood chil¬ 
dren play were soon to vanish forever. 

Willis’s career path since then could be 
likened to that of a runaway train. How he 
jumped from being the clever, funny and 
charming male lead of primetime televi¬ 
sions most popular program directly into a 
sweaty, sarcastic action hero is a mystery. 
What is clear is that the Die HARD 10 line of 
films was true to its title: they just would 
not go away. 

Until now. With Willis officially stating 
that he will not be starring in anymore 
shoot-’em-up 11 blockbusters, he has gone 
back to exploring different new roles - 
some challenging, some easily done blind¬ 
folded 12 . His body of work includes PULP 
Fiction, the unforgettable Twelve 
MONKEYS, the two fore-mentioned 
Shyamalan box office hits and two prom¬ 
ising, soon to be released projects: BAN¬ 
DITS and Hart’s War. As far as some of 
his more perplexing choices are concerned, 
he explains his criteria thus: “I’m at a point 
in my career where I get to do things 
simply because I think that I would enjoy 
doing them... I’ve been doing it long 
enotigh that nothing that I do seems 
to hurt my career, so I get to do whatever 
want. 

BY AMBER OCKRASSA 
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Bruce Willis, now 46 years old, grew up mostly 
in Penns Grove New Jersey, where he was his 
high school’s class president. He went into 
welding’ for a while until signing up in the 
local college's theater program. The following 
years were spent moonlighting 2 , juggling 3 night 
bartending with work on the stage, his true 
calling". His entry into film took a good ten 
years but once his foot was in that door, 
nobody could have kept him out. Willis has 
appeared in over 50 movies to date and has 
just been paid an astounding 5 $22,500,000 for 
his latest movie, Hart's War. In the photos*. 
Right, with Michelle Pfeiffer in The Story of Us; 
above, Unbreakable; left, Armageddon 
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Anita Roddick es sin duda una de las 
empresarias lideres en el campo del 
comercio justo. La cadena de tiendas 
que regenta ha conquistado a los 
consumidores de toaa Europa. 


T he toiletries 1 and cosmetics indus¬ 
try normally doesn’t spring to 
mind 2 when we think of the 
qualities sincerity, ethics and hu- 
manitarianism. Yet that’s exactly 
where Anita Roddick made her name and 
her millions, and established a platform 
from which she could educate’ consumers 
and companies worldwide on those very 
qualities. 

As far as the 59-year-old is concerned, 
there has never been any other way tor her 
to do business than by doing the opposite of 
everyone else in the same industry. So when 
she opened her first branch of The Body 
Shop in 1976, in Littlehampton, England, 
Roddick’s ethical revolution began. 

“I wanted to earn an honourable liveli¬ 
hood 3 ,” Roddick told the Centre for Lead¬ 
ership 4 for Women this year. “With success 
came the sense that business has a responsi¬ 
bility to act as an agent for positive change.” 

ANTI GLOBALISATION 

The way she sees this being accomplished is 
by businesses respecting human rights, en¬ 
vironmental protection and community 
enhancement 5 . She has admitted being in¬ 
spired by the working habits of the Quakers 
in that they offer “honest products”, treat 


GLOSSARY 


1 TOILETRIES: articulos de locador 

2 doesn’t spring TO MIND: no sc te 
ocurre 3 TO EARN A LIVELIHOOD: ganarse la vida 4 LEAD¬ 
ERSHIP: liderazgo, protagonismo 5 ENHANCEMENT: mcjo- 
ra 6 to husband: manejar prudentemenre 7 REFILLABLE: 
que se puede volver a llenar 8 AN ARRAY OF ISSUES: una 
serie de asuntos 9 AWARENESS: conciencia, conocimicnto 
10 ENTREPRENEURIAL: empresarial 11 to carve out: 
labrarse 12 TO squeeze into: introducirse con dificultad 
cn 13 TO step DOWN: retirarse 14 TO SMASH: destruir 


their people with decency, work hard and 
put more money back into the community 
than what they take out. 

It comes as no surprise then that Rod¬ 
dick believes that globalisation is for short¬ 
term gain and that big businesses should 
follow “fundamental ideals” such as envi¬ 
ronmental awareness and protection of hu¬ 
man and animal rights. “Ethical business is 
common sense. Think of it as husbanding 6 
your resources,” says Roddick. 

This opinion is shared by many these 
days. It’s an issue that’s on the minds of a lot 
of high street shoppers, business people and 
politicians. However, when The Body Shop 
first appeared with products using plant 
and fruit ingredients, and refillable 7 con¬ 
tainers, it was a different story. Over the 
years the company has promoted an array 
of issues 8 , including non-animal testing, 
AIDS awareness 9 , civil rights and fair trade 
with the Third World - issues that many 
people had never even thought about. 

Roddick might well put the success of 



the venture down to her being a woman as 
“feminine values” is another theme that she 
believes the business world should acknowl¬ 
edge more. “Women build alliances, bring 
people together and most importandy, they 
develop networks... And I believe they are 
more naturally entrepreneurial 10 than men, 
so they are more inclined to carve out 11 their 
own niches rather than endeavour to 
squeeze into 12 one that already exists,” she 
told the Centre for Leadership for Women. 

LEADING BY EXAMPLE 

Business professionals for the WALL STREET 
Journal Europe obviously think that Rod¬ 
dick has proved her point, as they placed her 
in fifth position of the most influential busi¬ 
nesswomen in Europe this year. Yet, the title 
‘businesswoman’ doesn’t easily fit the 
woman who drives a ten-year-old VW Golf, 
often uses public transport and has travelled 
with vagrants in America in order to see the 
extreme poverty that exists there. 

The incongruity of the title has been em¬ 
phasised even more since Roddick stepped 
down 13 from the day to day running ofThe 
Body Shop and started dedicating more 
time to campaigning. Earlier this year she 
said that she had ambitions to “smash ' the 
World Trade Organisation, blow up the ar¬ 
maments industry and do some real pop¬ 
ulist campaigning”. 

Brought up as the third of four children, 
in Littlehampton, Sussex, Roddick trained 
as a teacher during the Sixties. After, she 
travelled on ‘the hippie trail’ on which she 
developed a strong interest in different 
customs. Between 1962 and 1976, she 
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Roddick’s main project is community trading which involves working with 
suppliers and manufacturers in Third World countries, paying them a 
decent wage and helping them to stand on their own two feet. 

Formerly known as the Trade Not Aid programme, the Community Trade 
programme is The Body Shop's way of benefiting the poor through big 
business. It began in the 1980s when Roddick recognised the potential of 
trading with communities in Third World countries. The special purchas¬ 
ing programme sources raw materials and accessory items from small 
community-based enterprises. Roddick says, “Our goal is to help create 
livelihoods, to explore a trade-based approach to supporting sustainable 
development, providing a mechanism for communities to benefit through 
employment, income, skills development and social initiatives/' 
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WHAT SHE’S SAID 


Anita Roddick speaks her mind. Here are some of the things she’s said. 
"Wealth can make people insensitive. I've always promised myself I would 
never let that happen to me." 

"Nothing is as powerful as gentleness or as persuasive as treating a per¬ 
son with respect and kindness." 

"I believe that companies that make a profit from society have a responsi¬ 
bility to return something to that society." 

"In the modern business world, money counts. Because the bottom line is 
such a crude, blind measure, it allows only the crudest attitudes." 


worked in various places including the li¬ 
brary of the iNTFRNATIONAL HERALD TRI- 
BUNE in Paris and the Womens Rights De¬ 
partment of the International Labour Or¬ 
ganisation, based at the UN in Geneva. In 
1970, she married Gordon Roddick, with 
whom she’s had two children, Justine and 
Samantha. 

Anita and Gordon Roddick have always 
worked closely together, sharing the same 
ideals. It was Gordon who had to take out 
the £4,000 loan to open the first shop be¬ 
cause as a woman, Roddick wasn’t consid¬ 
ered a safe bet 15 . However, its nearly always 
been Anita Roddick at the centre of 
media attention and the one who receives 
any criticism. 

ETHICAL BUSINESSWOMAN 

For example, when the media were specu¬ 
lating as to whether The Body Shop was go¬ 
ing to be bought out, Mark Constantine, 
founder of British natural cosmetics group 
Lush, said of Roddick, “She has got to that 
wearing purple and spitting stage. She just 
says bollocks to everyone”. Roddick had al¬ 
legedly 16 decided Constantine wasn’t “ethi¬ 
cal enough” to buy the business. 

However, far more praise, respect and 
admiration has been directed her way than 
criticism. Evidence of which is the many 
awards and titles she has received, including 
the OBE (Order of the British Empire) in 
1988 and the United Nation’s Global 500 
Roll of Honour in 1989. 

According to Roddick the strengths of 
character that have helped her along are 
passion, commitment, speed and creative 
thinking, “but put them together and you 
get one of my major weaknesses 17 , impa¬ 
tience”. She states the ability to communi¬ 
cate, motivate and delegate as traits neces¬ 
sary for developing leadership potential, 
along with the ability to identify and culti¬ 
vate talent, and influence, not control. 

These characteristics have paid off; The 
Body Shop is said to be worth some £30 
million. However, she’s not interested in 
personal wealth and has told her daughters 
that they won’t inherit her millions. “Far 
better to give it away 18 ,” she says. “Being 
generous is a bloody great exit out of life.” 

BY AMANDA AUGUST 


15 A SAFE BET: seguro 16 ALLEGEDLY: 

segun se afirma 17 weakness: debili- 
dad 18 TO GIVE AWAY: deshaccrse de 
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La era digital ha llegado incluso a los 
confines del amor. En Nueva York, 
donde haccr amigos no es tarea facil, 
hay personas que acuden a Internet en 
busca de su alma gemela. 



ON TAPE /3 

Speaker: Mark Worden 
British English 

I n the film You’ve Got Mail, two 
New Yorkers, played by Tom Hanks 
and Meg Ryan, respectively, find 
true love on the internet. But is such 
a thing also possible in real life? In or¬ 
der to find out, Speak Up got a series of 
New Yorkers to describe their on-line ro¬ 
mantic experiences. 

BOY MEETS GIRL 

The first to speak is Gabriel, a 26-year- 
old architect: 



Gabriel (StandardAmerican accent): 
When I arrived in New York I wanted to 
work as an architect, but also to live as an 
artist, but in the city its very difficult to 
meet people, other than the typical bar 
scene, which can be pretty intimidating, 
although fun. When I started the internet 
dating 1 , it took me about 30 dates to fi¬ 
nally find someone that was compatible, 
but I can only say that those 30 dates 
were, a lot of them, cancelled by myself 
because I was too nervous to meet them. 
When Scarlett and I had started e-mailing 
each other, it was over lunchtime and it 


GLOSSARY 


1 INTERNET DATING: citarse por inter¬ 
net 2 OUR LIKES AND DISLIKES: lo que 
nos gusta y lo que no 3 POTTERY: ceramica^ TO GO 
SMOOTHLY: marchar sobre ruedas 5 to SIGN UP: in- 
scribirse^ well-rounded: completo 7 OUTDOOR ACTIV¬ 
ITIES: actividades deporrivas al aire Hbre8 NEAT: 
agradable? THREE INCHES: unos 7 centimetros 10 THIS 
IS NOT GOING to work OUT: esto no va a funcionar 
11 TO screen: evaluar, seleccionar 
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was always a very welcome message to 
have from someone that was an architect 
as well, and that I can begin to speak with, 
not only about the profession, but our 
likes and dislikes 2 . When she decided that 
we should meet I was very nervous, al¬ 
though when I arrived at the restaurant, I 
realised that I’ve (sic) met one of the most 
beautiful women that I could ever meet. I 
thought that this internet service made 
me very fortunate because I never would 
have had a chance to speak with her, if it 
wasn’t for having a way other than con¬ 
fronting her in person. 

Since that time we dated, we’ve been 
living together for about a year-and-a-half 

The man Rebecca (below) spoke to in a chat room 
seemed "courteous and inquisitive” but, when they 
met, it was a different story. Gabriel and Scarlett 
(opposite page) in love and in New York. They met on¬ 
line and both feel they are "very fortunate.” 


and presently we’re pursuing jobs in archi¬ 
tecture. And she’s also pursuing her art, 
which is pottery^ as well. 

GIRL DISAPPOINTED 

Yet things don’t always go so smoothly", 
as Rebecca, a 29-year-old personal train¬ 
er, discovered: 

Rebecca (StandardAmerican accent): 
I was the last person I ever thought would 
sign up" for on-line dating. It seemed like 
a very bizarre way to meet people, but af¬ 
ter a family friend said they’d had a really 
good experience, I decided that I would 
give it a try. So I signed up on-line and im¬ 
mediately started to get a lot of responses 
from people, which was very exciting, it 
was great for my ego. The people that I 
was corresponding with seemed to have 
the same interests, seemed to be very intel- 














ligent, very well-rounded 6 . So I would 
correspond three or four times with dif¬ 
ferent people and decide whether it was a 
good match or not. 

This one particular person seemed to 
be a great match. We corresponded at 
least three or four times: he seemed very 
interested in me, what I did, we had simi¬ 
lar interests, we liked to do the same out¬ 
door activities 7 , we liked to travel. It 
seemed like a really good match. And his 
photograph was quite... he looked very at¬ 
tractive in his photograph, so that was also 
a plus. So we spoke on the phone a couple 
of times, he had a nice voice, was very 
courteous, very inquisitive, and I thought 
that it would be really neat 8 to meet him 
in person. 

THE DATE 

So after several e-mails and several conver¬ 
sations on the phone we decided to get to¬ 
gether for tea or coffee in the afternoon. 
And when 1 went there he was nothing 
like 1 expected, in fact I almost didn't 
recognise him ‘cause I was looking for 
someone else. And when I saw him he was 
about three inches’ shorter than he said he 
was going to be, had different color hair, 
didn’t look anything like his photo¬ 
graph. So that was the first disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Then, afterwards, small little details 
started to become very irritating: I noticed 
that when we sat down he was not inter¬ 
ested in anything that I had to say, he was 
distracted, he was talking to other people 
in the restaurant, looking around. When 
the waitress came to ask us for our orders, 
he assumed that he knew what I wanted, 
and ordered for me, which I thought was 
kind of bizarre, since I didn’t even know 
him, other than those few e-mails. It was 
clear that this was not a good match. I had 
been really excited to meet him. I thought 
that in our correspondences it seemed like 
we had a lot in common but, as the date 
went on, it was just not a good idea to stay 
there. So half-way through our conversa¬ 
tion I said, “I’m sorry, I’m going to have to 
leave because this is not going to work 
out 10 .” And I got up and I left and I don’t 
know what happened to him, or what 
happened to the rest of the afternoon but 
I know that I was not going to stay. 

In general I think that on-line dating is 
a great way to meet people, to screen 11 









couple of years. 

So by the time I got my courage up 1 
was very intrigued, very excited, very ten- 
tative u , but ready to go and instantly met 
someone named Karen on Planetout. 
com, which is a gay and lesbian commu¬ 
nity website, and we instantly connected 
and realised that we had more than just 
something in common. We found that 
we were very emotionally charged 15 and, 
day after day, we would write to each oth¬ 
er regardless of what we were doing and 
what we were supposed to be doing but it 
felt very taboo. 

You know, while there was nothing 
strange about having an emotional rela¬ 
tionship on-line with another woman, it 
was exciting to get her e-mails after check¬ 
ing my e-mail, you know, in the middle of 
the day at work, and know that I would 
just stop everything just to write her back, 
hoping that she would check her e-mail 
quickly and write back to me again. 

And this went on for a long time until 
we were so passionate about each other 
that we finally revealed where we lived. 
Luckily... in fact we were just... we were 


them because you can have three or four 
conversations through the internet, and 
then you can talk on the phone and I 
would definitely do it again, but I might 
be a little more cautious about how 
I go about it 12 . 

GIRL MEETS GIRL 

Sam, a 32-year-old marketing manager, 
also had a bad experience, but this does¬ 
n’t seem to have deterred her: 


Sam (StandardAmerican accent)'. I met 
my girlfriend on-line and we’ve been to¬ 
gether for a long time now, and in fact it’s 
kind of strange that we met together 
on-line because my first experience wasn’t 
a very good one. I went into a chat room, 
the very first time I signed up for an 
account, in fact it was an American On¬ 
line account, and, after talking to some¬ 
body for a while, she sent me pictures, 
which turned out to be pornographic pic¬ 
tures that didn’t represent her at all but in¬ 
stead some very dirty, straight 13 man. So I 
was very anxious about going on-line a 
second time, which didn’t happen for a 
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ecstatic, wc lived in the same area and we 
couldn’t believe it and immediately made 
plans to see each other for a cup of coffee, 
just to see if it was as real as we thought 
it was. 

And, magically, it was: we met, we 
knew it was love at first sight, we dated 
and stayed very monogamous and have 
since bought a house. We are celebrating 
our anniversary in that house and know 
that together, you know, we will be com¬ 
mitted 16 , probably for life. 

BOY DISAPPEARS 

Teenagers are also willing to try their 
luck. Peter is an 18-year-old high school 
student: 

Peter (StandardAmerican accent): I went 
on-line to look for pornography the other 
day, as I habitually do, and I decided that, 
rather looking for pictures of naked 
women who I’d never meet, perhaps, for 
once 1 should try and meet someone my 
own age. 

I went... I decided to go into a chat 
room and I picked one on AOL called 
Teen Chat Room: never been to one of 
these things before and I was a little nerv¬ 
ous. I decided to wait and see what other 
people do before I did anything myself. 

Everyone seemed to be posting their 
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age and sex and where they were from so I 
decided to follow suit 17 .1 wrote “18, male 
from New York City” and waited for a re¬ 
sponse: continued to wait and didn't get 
any. So 1 decided that I'd be a little more 
aggressive: I put in “18, male athletic and 
beautiful, looking for a woman to talk to” 
or some sort of whatever. I don’t really 
know, I was kind of making it up as I went 
along 18 . 

Eventually, as my lies 19 became more 
and more outrageous 20 , someone re¬ 
sponded to me. I spoke to her on instant 
message for a while and I found out her 
name was Michelle and she only lived sev¬ 
en blocks 21 away from me. She was 17 
years old and claimed to be a stunning 22 
blonde. After about a week of exchanging 
e-mails, I decided, a little nervously, to 
suggest that we meet. I was very happy 
when she said that she’d be delighted to 
and we agreed that we’d meet that Friday 
night at a restaurant near my house called 
Fiorellos. 

I got there about a half an hour early: I 
was so nervous, I couldn’t imagine being 
late. I sat at the table for a half an hour, 
thinking about what I was going to say, 
thinking about what she might look like, 
going over everything in my head, and 
then Finally she walked in. She wasn’t 
stunning, but she was cute 23 . She had 


long blonde curly 24 hair, it wasn’t really 
that long, it was just above her shoulders. 
And I got up to say hi to her. 

She came over to me with a nice smile, 
but the minute she opened her mouth it 
was instantly clear why she had gone on to 
chat rooms, rather than meeting people in 
person. The most annoying 25 nasally 
high-pitched 26 voice I’ve ever heard in my 
life came out. Over the course of the 45 
minutes, after I got over the extreme an¬ 
noyingness of her voice, I realised she was a 
really sweet girl. However, the voice was just 
intolerable. 

I thought about it for a while and re¬ 
alised I could never spend any time with 
her because it just would be unbearable 27 . 
I wrote her an e-mail the next day saying 
that I was moving to Antarctica. My dad 
had just been transferred, but I hoped that 
we could continue a relationship through 
e-mail although, unfortunately, I could 
never see her again. 

INTERVIEWS AND PHOTOS BY MICHELE MOLINARI 


12 ABOUT HOW I go about IT: sobre mi 
manera de hacerlo 13 straight: he¬ 
terosexual 14 TENTATIVE: cauto 15 CHARGED: cargado 
16 COMMITTED: comprometido 17 TO FOLLOW Sub: 
hacer lo mismo 18 I WAS KIND OF... ALONG: lo estaba 
inventando, por asi decirlo, paso a paso 19 lie: mcn- 
tira 20 OUTRAGEOUS: exagerado 21 BLOCK: manzana 
22 STUNNING: guapisima23 CUTE: mona 
24 CURLY: rizado 25 ANNOYING: molesto, irritante 
26 high-pitched: agudo 27 unbearable: insoporcable 
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EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 

En estos ejercicios hay que conectar los 
cuatro protagonistas con las opiniones 
correspondientes. 

1 . Listen to the cassette and match the fol¬ 
lowing opinions about internet dating to one 
of the four speakers: 

Gabriel (first speaker) 

Rebecca (second speaker) 

Sam (third speaker) 

Peter (fourth speaker) 

a. It took me about 30 dates to finally find 
someone that was compatible 

b. The internet seemed like a very bizarre 
way to meet people 

c. In the city it’s very difficult to meet people, 
other than the typical bar scene 

D. My first experience wasn’t a very good 
one 

e. I decided to wait and see what other 
people do before I did anything myself 

f. I was very anxious about going on-line a 
second time 

g. I would definitely do it again, but I might 
be a little more cautious about how I go 
about it 

2. On their internet dates, say which of the 
four speakers met: 

a. Someone she fell in love with at first sight 

b. The most beautiful woman he could ever 
meet 

c. Someone who looked nothing like the 
photo 

D. Someone who had an annoying voice 

3. Match the following outcomes of the 
dates with one of the four speakers. 

A. She got up and left the restaurant and 
never saw him again 

b. He realised he could never spend any 
time with her 

c. They’ve been living together for a year 
and a half 

d. They ended up buying a house together 

Answers: 

1) 

a. Gabriel b. Rebecca c. Gabriel d. Sam 

E. Peter F. Sam G. Rebecca 

2 ) 

a. Sam b. Gabriel 

c. Rebecca d. Peter 

3) 

A. Rebecca B. Peter 

c. Gabriel d. Sam 
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INDEPENDENT FUJI 

THE SUNDANCE 

Dentro de poco, lo mejor del cine 
independiente se dara cita en las mon- 
tanas de Utah. El festival de Sundance 
celebrara su decimoseptima edicion. 



H ollywood’s movers and shakers 1 
will soon be gearing up 2 to head 
for the mountains of Utah. But 
their main motivation wont be 
the famed ski slopes 3 ; rather, 
their destination will be tiny Park City and 
the Sundance Film Festival, the world’s 
most important independent film festival. 

Also in attendance will be a number of 
young directors, who will be exhibiting 
their work. And, here, big-name creden¬ 
tials don’t always count for much. The stars 
of the 2000 edition, for example, were two 
unknown film school graduates, who’d 
brought along a low-budget 4 movie called 
The Blair Witch Project. 

Most people associate the Sundance 
Film Festival with its patron saint, Robert 
Redford. He owns the Sundance Ranch 
and Resort and he chose this name in hon¬ 
our of one of his most famous screen roles, 
alongside Paul Newman in BUTCH CAS¬ 
SIDY and the Sundance Kid, the story of 
two outlaws 5 famous for pulling off 6 daring 
robberies. In Hollywood terms, Redford 
himself is an outsider, rather than an out¬ 
law, and this would explain his active sup¬ 
port for independent film. 


1 MOVERS AND SHAKERS: la gente que 
toma las dccisiones 2 TO gear up: prepa- 
rarse 3 SKI SLOPE: pista de esqui 4 LOW-BUDGET: de bajo 
presupucsto 5 OUTLAW: forajido 6 TO PULL OFF: concluir 
con exito 7 ENCOURAGING: alentador 8 allure: atraceivo 
9 TO PUT ON THE MAP: dar a conocer 10 TO SCREEN: pro- 
yectar 11 TO DOWNSIZE: disminuir 12 TO ABATE: reducirse 

REDFORD'S INSTITUTE 1 musical score: banda 
sonora 2 resort: lugar de vacaciones 3 TO CATCH A 
GLIMPSE: vislumbrar 


GLOSSARY 


It was in order to encourage such proj¬ 
ects that Redford founded the Sundance In¬ 
stitute in 1981. A little before that, in Sep¬ 
tember, 1978, the first edition of the “US 
Independent Film Festival” had been held 
in Salt Lake City. It wasn’t a great success 
and one of its advisors, the director Sidney 
Pollack, suggested that Park City, with its 
ski slopes, would be a more attractive desti¬ 
nation for film industry talent scouts. In 
1985, the Festival and the Sundance Insti¬ 
tute joined forces, with Redford’s organisa¬ 
tion assuming artistic control. 

SEX, LIES AND PARK CITY 

Redford is still very much in evidence at the 
Sundance Festival and he finds the time to 
talk to all of the film-makers. While his 
presence is undoubtedly encouraging 7 to 
the film-makers, what really gives the Festi¬ 
val its allure 8 is the subsequent success of 


some of the films that have premiered 
there. Some say that it was Steven Soder- 
berg’s Sex, Lies & Videotape (1989) that 
really put Sundance on the map 9 . 

Since then, an impressive number of 
independent films have first seen the light 
of day at Sundance -one of the criteria for 
submitting a film is that it should have 
never before been publicly screened 10 or 
promoted-, including I SHOT ANDY 
WARHOL and the Coen brothers’ macabre 
Blood Simple. 

From humble origins, the Sundance 
Festival has grown into a major event. In¬ 
deed, the Festival has been so well attend¬ 
ed that there have even been attempts at 
“downsizing 11 ” in recent editions. Yet in 
spite of the efforts at keeping a low profile, 
interest in the Festival shows no sign of 
abating 12 . 

BY M. TRIAS AND M. WORDEN 
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REDFORD’S INSTITUTE 

Sundance lies at the foot of Mount Timpanogos, a few mites to the 
north of Provo. Robert Redford bought the land in 1969 (the same 
year that he appeared in BurcH Cassidy and vhe Sundance KidI, with 
a view to setting up a community lor people who appreciated the 
arts, the outdoor life and the preservation of nature. He founded 
the Sundance Institute [www.sundance. org\ in 1981. In addition 
to running the annual Sundance Festival, the Institute also 
organises a series of "labs'' covering alt aspects of the 
independent film-making process, from screenplay-writing to 
musical score' composition. 

Sundance also functions as a resort 2 ; situated in the Rocky 
Mountains, this is good skiing country Resort facilities include 
cottage lodging, restaurants, bars and a general store, Many visi¬ 
tors come in the hope of catching a glimpse 3 ot Robert Redford 
himself; seeing as he lives on the site, there is a reasonably good 
chance of doing so. For further information about the Sundance 
Resort, call 00/1/801-22$ 4107 or visit 
www.sundance-utah.com 

The Sundance Festival itself is held further north in Park City 
(although there are a couple of screenings in Sail Lake City and at 
Sundance itselfi, The next edition wilt run from January 10th to 
January 20th, 2002. As entries are still being evaluated for possi¬ 
ble inclusion, nobody can say which will be the big movies and that 
is the beauty of Sundance. For further information, eall OO/lMOh 
3283486 (or visit www.sundancefHm.com ) 
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PRACTICAL TRAVELER 


SIDEWALKS 
OF NEW YORK 


l Dispone de poco tiempo para conocer Nueva York? 

No lo dude: una buena solucion son las visitas con 
guia. Las hay para todos los gustos: para los amantes de 
los museos, de la musica, de los lugares romanticos... 


W hile the tourist with guide 
book and map in hand 
is still a common sight on 
New York City streets, many 
visitors to the Big Apple 
today are choosing a more organized -and 
more intelligent- way to get to know the 
city. Bus, boat and walking tours are now 
big business in Manhattan, offering forays 1 
into parts of the city once nearly inaccessible 
to outsiders. 



GLOSSARY 


1 FORAY: incursion 2 TO CATER TO: scr diri- 
gido a 3 THE OUTER BOROUGHS: los barrios 
mis perifericos 4 WEEKDAY: dia laborable 5 SOUL-STIRRING: 
conmovedor 6 LAUNCHING PAD: punto de lanzamicnto 


No longer associated with only the old or 
lazy, these tours cater to 2 energetic visitors 
determined to see as much of the city as pos¬ 
sible in the least amount of time. Though the 
Statue of Liberty, Greenwich Village and Fifth 
Avenue remain fixed points on any tour, the 
outer boroughs 3 are now enjoying unprece¬ 
dented attention. 

HARLEM SOUNDS 

Harlem Spirituals, for example, is one of New 
York City’s most popular and most colorful 
sightseeing companies specializing in gospel 
and jazz tours. With guides that speak any of 
five languages -French, Spanish, German, 
Italian and Portuguese- Harlem Spirituals 
provides visitors with an inside (and safe) look 
at an area of New York City long believed to 
be the crime capital of Manhattan. There is, 
for example, a weekday 4 walking tour of 
Harlem, lasting four and a half hours and 
costing $40 where you’ll learn why Harlem, 
once New York’s most fashionable neighbor¬ 
hood, became a symbol of urban decadence. 

But perhaps the tour par excellence is 
Harlem on Sunday. Three and a half hours 
long and costing $35, the tour enables par¬ 


ticipants to spend an unforgettable morning 
at an authentic church service with soul-stir¬ 
ring 5 gospel music and then enjoy a walk 
through Harlem’s loveliest area, Sugar Hill. 

For those with an adventurous spirit and 
appetite. The Apollo Theater and Soul Food 
Tour is not to be missed. The focus of the 
evening is Amateur Night at the Apollo 
Theater, famous for being a launching pad 6 

Among some of NY’s popular tour destinations are 
Harlem, where you can visit the Apollo Theater 
(below) and sample gospel music; and the Jewish 
community in Brooklyn (left). 
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ON TAPE/4 

Speaker: Moira Shea 
American English 


Audiocassette walking tours are yet 
another way to explore a city and are 
particularly suited to the solitary traveler 
who doesn’t want to be bound by time 
schedules. Professional tour guide and 
native-born New Yorker Lauren Hertel is 
the creator of AudioGuide New York City, 
four cassettes covering various areas 
of Manhattan. Below is an excerpt 
from her autumn tour of eclectic 
Greenwich Village. 


m 


Lauren Hertel (American 
Englishl: Welcome to the 
AudioGuide New York City 
Autumn walk, an eclectic tour 
through New York City's Greenwich 
Village. Although you can do this walk 
any time of year and any time of the day, 
it’s best enjoyed in the fall', when the 
leaves are turning brilliant colors, the air 
is crisp 2 and the vegetable stands 3 are 



displaying pumpkins 4 in all sizes for 
Halloween. This is the slowest-paced 5 
tour of the set and should be enjoyed on 
a lazy weekend when everything in the 
Village is open and hopping 6 . As we go, 

I'll be giving you directions to each stop, 
accompanied by my college friend, 
Andrew Vladeck. 

When you hear Andrew playing this 
music, pay close attention. These are the 
directions. Also please use the accompa¬ 
nying map for help. At the end of the 
directions, you will hear this tone. At that 
point, turn off your player and continue 
walking until you reach the next stop. 

We’re beginning our tour here, at the 
corner of Broadway and East 8th Street. 
This is the dividing line between the East 
Village and the West Village. Turn now to 
look up Broadway at the stunning 7 Gothic 
revival Grace Church a few blocks away. 
On your right is the old Wannamaker 
department store, now converted into 
the downtown home of K-marT. Astor 
Place and Lafayette Street are beyond 
the store to our right and then comes 
the East Village. However, we're going 
west into the historic heart of Greenwich 
Village. We’re going to explore the 
crooked 9 streets, narrow alleys' 0 , 
shaded courtyards and bustling" avenues 
of New York’s most charming neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Looking north up Broadway at Grace 
Church again, we’re going to turn 
left and walk three blocks west along 
East 8th Street. To make sure you’re 
walking in the right direction, look for 
Mercer Street. It should be the first 
street you cross. 

When you get to University Place, cross 
over to the other side and turn left. 

About halfway up the block, you’ll come 


to a large iron gate on your right, which is 
stop number two. Remember to use your 
map for help and restart your player 
when you get there. 

Let’s walk through the gate into this 
charming alley. Some of these houses, 
which are now offices for New York 
University, used to be horse stables' for 
the houses north of Washington Square 
Park. We’ll be seeing them in just a 
moment. But first stroll" through here 
while I tell you a bit about Greenwich 
Village’s history. 

This entire area used to be soggy 
marshland 14 with creeks ih fed by natural 
springs and Native American hunting 
grounds. The Dutch pushed the Indians out 
and settled 16 Greenwich Village with large 
farms. Later the English arrived and 
claimed the farms for their own. It was the 
English who renamed the area, Greenwich, 
which means "green village." That makes 
"Greenwich Village" redundant, the equiva¬ 
lent of "green village village." 

The area became quite fashionable 
from the 1750s to the 1790s when many 
downtown residents fled : r uptown to 
escape yellow fever epidemics and other 
diseases. Soon, however, the Village was 
abandoned for newer neighborhoods to 
the north. And its houses began to 
deteriorate. Then in the first half of the 
1800s, waves of poor Italian and Irish 
immigrants, as well as African-Ameri¬ 
cans, flooded" the neighborhood and row 
houses’ 7 gave way to tenements . 

Around the turn of this century, the 
Village began to experience a period of 
rebirth. Radical and avant-garde artists 
and thinkers found the historical charm 
and relative leniency 1 of the local work¬ 
ing class population appealing. Theater 
and music developed at an astonishing' 


for some of today’s most famous black per¬ 
formers. (Michael Jackson often attends this 
show, incognito , of course.) Afterwards, din¬ 
ner is served at one of Harlem’s traditional 
soul food restaurants. The total cost: $80, 
meal included. 

BROOKLYN SIGHTS 

Surely one of the most unusual -and edify¬ 
ing- New York sightseeing excursions is the 
Hassidic Walking Tour, sponsored by the 
Hassidic Discovery Center in Brooklyn. 
Rabbi Beryl Epstein conducts bus tours of 
Crown Heights, the home of the worldwide 
Lubavitcher movement, every Sunday for the 


general public. Known for their openness and 
religious fervor, the Lubavitchers have created 
a spiritual homeland 7 in Crown Heights with 
specialized stores, schools and eateries 8 .The 
Lubavitcher women are easy to recognize with 
their long skirts, wigs 9 , and multiple children 
in tow 10 (Lubavitchers do not believe in birth 
control.) The tour gives participants a first¬ 
hand look at the fascinating daily life of the 
Lubavitchers, including a visit to a synagogue, 
where a scribe is writing the Torah with quill 
and feather 11 , a stop at an Hassidic library' and 
an Hassidic art gallery. The price, including 
round trip transportation, tour and lunch at a 
kosher deli, is $36. 


HISTORIC HIGHLIGHTS 

Dedicated history buffs 12 should certainly 
check out Big Onion Walking Tours, an 
organization that since 1991 has led innova¬ 
tive jaunts 13 throughout New York’s ethnic 
neighborhoods and historic districts. Voted 
New York’s best walking tours by NEW YORK 
Magazine in 1998, The Big Onion employs 
guides that all have advanced degrees in 
American History from Columbia or New 
York Universities. 

Among the over thirty tours currently 
being offered are “Immigrant New York,” a 
visit to Ellis Island and its immigration muse¬ 
um; “The Financial District,” a guided tour of 
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The Key stops on Lauren Herte's 
audiocassette walking tour of eclectic 
Greenwich Village 


Greenwich Village 
(AUTUMN) 


AudioGuide NYC 


SoHo 




Washington Square Park (above), in the Heart of the 
Village. Below: The Circle Line boat cruise is a must 
for a hot summer day. Left: The Village s Annual 
Halloween Parade with a participant dressed as the 
"Y2K lightning bug.” Above right: Eugene O'Neill. 


rate, and the years 1900 to 
' * 1930 saw the founding of 

the Province-town Players, 
the Washington Square 
Players, today the Theatre 
Guild, and others. A list of 
the area residents reads 
like a Who's Who of great 
American writers of the period: Theodore 
Dreiser, Sherwood Anderson, John Dos 
Passos, E. E. Cummings, Marianne 
Moore, Hart Crane, Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, Eugene O'Neill and others. We’ll 
be seeing many of their favorite haunts 23 
and homes on our walk today. 

AudioGuide NYC can be purchased via 
Amazon.com or directly from the pub¬ 
lisher at: 

Lone Star Productions, 

P.O. Box 6550, FDR Station, 

New York, New York 10150. 

Tel: 00/1/917-823 1177 


EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 

En el primer ejercicio las preguntas son de 
comprension. En el segundo hay que orde- 
nar los acontecimientos que se mencionan. 

1 ) Answer the following comprehension 
questions about the walking tour around 
Greenwich Village: 

a. What is the best time of year to do the 
walk? 

b. Why should the walk be done at the 
weekend? 

c. What do you hear on the audiocassette 
before the directions? 

d. In addition to the directions on the audio 
cassette, what should you use 

to help you? 

21 Place the following events in Greenwich 
Village's history in the order in which they 
happened: 

a. the theatre and music scene developed 

b. Italian and Irish immigrants, and 
African- Americans moved into the area 

c. the area was used for hunting by native 
Americans 

d. the English renamed the area 
‘Greenwich' 

e. radical artists and thinkers were attract¬ 
ed to the area 

Answers: 

ii 

a. the fall (autumn) 

b. because everything is open and lively 

c. music 

d. the accompanying map 

2) c, d, b, e, a 



GLOSSARY 


7 HOMELAND: hogar 8 EATERY: cafeteria, 
restaurante 9 WIG: peluca 10 IN TOW: a la 
zaga 11 QUILL AND FEATHER: pluma (de ganso) 12 BUFF: afi¬ 
cionado, entusiasta 13 JAUNT: paseo 


GOING DOWNTOWN 1 fall (Am.): otono 2 crisp: vigori- 
zante 3 STAND: puesto callejero 4 PUMPKIN: calabaza 
5 SLOWEST-PACED: cl mas lento 6 HOPPING: animado, lleno 
de movimiento 7 STUNNING: impresionante 8 K-MART: 
cadena de grandes almacenes 9 CROOKED: tortuoso 
10 NARROW ALLEY: callejon estrecho 11 BUSTLING: bullicioso 
12 STABLE: cuadra 13 TO STROLL: pasear 14 MARSHLAND: 
marisma 15 CREEK: riachuclo 16 TO SETTLE: colonizar 
17 TO FLEE: huir 18 TO FLOOD: invadir 19 ROW HOUSES: 
casas pareadas 20 TENEMENT: casa de pisos 21 LENIENCY: 
tolerancia 22 ASTONISHING: asombroso 23 HAUNT: lugar de 
encuentro 
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Harlem Spirituals 

Tel: 00/1/212-391 0900; Fax: 00/1/212-391 7318; 
vvww.harlemspirituals.com 

Hassidic Walking Tours 

The Hassidic Discovery Welcome Center 

305 Kingston Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11213 

Tel: 00/1/718-953 5244; Fax: 00/1/718-771 6315; 

www.Jewish tours, com 

Big Onion Walking Tours 


P.0. Box 20561, Cherokee Station, New York, New York 
10021-0070. Tel: 00/1/212-439 1090; Fax: 00/1/212-794 0064; 
www. bigonion. com 

Circle Line 

Pier 83, West 42nd Street, New York, New York. 

Tel: 00/1/212-563 3200; www.circleiine.com 

New York Waterway 

Pier 78, 38th Street and 12th Avenue, New York, New York. 
Tel: 00/1/201-902 8700; www.nywaterway.com 



i 


Lower Manhattan, exploring the historic and 
financial heart of New York; “Greenwich 
Village,” a walking tour of New Yorks leg¬ 
endary home to artists, writers, and radicals, 
with special attention paid to the history and 
architecture of the area; and “Greenwood 
Cemetery,” Brooklyn’s great Victorian 
“City of the Dead” where Louis Comfort 
Tiffany, Samuel EB. Morse and Horace 
Greeley (along with 600,000 others) are 
buried 14 . All Big Onion tours cost a very eco¬ 
nomical $12. 

COOL CRUISES 

But if the idea of spending a hot and humid 
August day walking around the city or sitting 
inside a bus turns your stomach, there is 
another option - a relaxing (and cool) New 


York sightseeing cruise. Circle Line offers a 3- 
hour full island cruise, for $24; a 2-hour semi¬ 
circle cruise for $20; and a 1-hour seaport lib¬ 
erty cruise, focusing on Ellis Island and Lady 
Liberty, for $12. 

SPECTACULAR SCENERY 

Alternatively, it is possible to escape New 
York City altogether 15 and explore the gor¬ 
geous 16 scenery lining 17 the Hudson River 
which inspired the Hudson River School 
of painters. 

New York Waterways offers seven-hour 
cruises to three Hudson Valley destinations 
(only three hours are onboard): the Kykuit 
Cruise, with a tour of the Rockefeller estate 18 
and its modern art collection and Philipsburg 
Manor, a working 17th century colonial farm 


($60); the Lyndhurst Cruise ($49), with a 
stop at the Lyndhurst estate, one of Americas 
great castles; and the Sleepy Hollow Cruise 
($38), including stops at the Philipsburg 
Manor and Sunnyside, the home of American 
writer Washington Irving. You can, however, 
skip 17 the tour altogether and simply take the 
boat ride ($15). 

And one last suggestion for die-hard 20 
romantics - Waterways 70-minute Romantic 
Twilight Cruise ($19). You wont be disap¬ 
pointed. 

BY MOLLY CLARKE 


GLOSSARY 


14 BURIED: enterrado 15 ALTOGETHER: del 
todo 16 GORGEOUS: precioso, esrupendo 
17 LINING: a lo largo de 18 ESTATE: finca 19 TO SKIP: saltar, 
pasar por dto 20 DIE-HARD: incondicional 
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THE BOOK OF THE 
MASSACRE 

Last March, Senator Bob 
Kerrey, who ran against 
Clinton for the Democratic 
nomination in 1992, fell in¬ 
to disgrace. This was after 
it had emerged that, as a 
Navy Seafofficer in the 
Vietnam War, he had or¬ 
dered the killing of 13 unarmed civilians in 
a village. And yet, far from suffering the ef¬ 
fects of this adverse publicity, Kerrey has 
signed a deal with the publishers, Har- 
court, to write a book on the subject. 



THE REVENGE OF 
THE NERD 

Robert X. Cringeley may be 
a self-confessed nerd 2 , but 
he is also a guru in our 
constantly evolving world. 
In his latest book, Electric 
Money: How Information 

_ TECHNOLOGY CREATED THE 

Greatest Economic Expan¬ 
sion in History (Texere Books), he takes 
the optimistic view that electric money 
will lead to a “democratisation of finance,” 
with greater economic freedom. 



THAT’S MY BUSH! 

Not only does President Bush’s misuse 
of the English language provide work for 
comedians 3 , it is also the subject of aca¬ 
demic study. In The Bush Dyslexicon: 
Observations on a National Disorder 
(W.W. Norton), Mark Crispin Miller, a 
professor of Media Studies at New York 
University, claims that Bush is both 
dyslexic and semi-literate 4 . Yet he 
argues that American TV audiences 
tend to perceive 5 these characteristics 
as positive qualities! 



If the Vatican enjoys questionable privileges 
as a “state within a state," then so does the 
Disney Corporation in Orlando, Florida. This 
at least is the view presented by Richard E. 
Foglesong in his book, Married to the Mouse: 
Walt Disney World and Orlando (Yale Universi¬ 
ty Press) Foglesong shows that, as Disney Co. 
bring jobs (mostly low-paid) and tourists to 
Orlando, it is allowed to do pretty much as it 
likes. He argues that this situation is, 
in terms of taxation at least, scandalous. 



Fathers and Sons 



T he most interesting 
novel this month 
seems to come from 
Britain. The author is 
Tony Parsons, who 
started his career as a music 
journalist in the 1970s and 
made his literary debut with 
Man AND Boy, an autobio¬ 
graphical account of bringing 
up a four-year-old son after the 
child’s mother had left them. It 
won rave reviews 6 and was voted 
“Book of the Year” in 2000. 
Parsons, who is a regular guest 
on British television, is now 
back with ONE FOR My Baby, 
which is about “commitment” 
in romantic relationships. 

One for My Baby is published 
by Harper Collins. 


1 navy seal (Sea Air 
land): cuerpo especializa- 
do de la marina americana 2 self-con¬ 
fessed NERD: ganso confcsado 
3 COMEDIAN: COmicO 4 SEMI-LITERATE: se- 
mi-analfabeto 5 TO PERCEIVE: ver, consid- 
erar 6 to win rave REVIEWS: ser rccibido 
con entusiasmo por los crfticos 
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EMTERTAIHMENT —— AMERICAN English /intermediate 


RICKY MARTIN 

AFTER A 
LIFE LESS LOCA 


Ha vendido 38 millones de discos en todo el mundo. 
Esta considerado como el cantante latino mas sexy del 
planeta. Su nombre, Enrique Martin Morales; Kiki para 
los amigos y Ricky Martin para sus fans. 


e wanted a “vida loca,” and that’s 
what he got. So, nearing his 
thirtieth birthday (on Christ¬ 
mas Eve 2001), he’s allowed to 
take stock of his life 1 . And for 
Ricky Martin, that translates into a series 
of numbers: 38 million records sold 
throughout the world, 18 record-break¬ 
ing successes, hits in 30 countries, 250 
sold-ouf concerts. 

PEOPLE magazine named him one of 
the 50 most beautiful people on the plan¬ 
et, and men and women all over seem to 
agree: Ricky Martin is the brightest shin¬ 
ing star in the Latin sky. 

So bright that he has made history or, 
better yet, La HlSTORIA, a compilation of 
successes that in just 10 years have trans¬ 
formed Enrique Martin Morales into 

1 TO TAKE STOCK OF HIS LIFE: haccr 
balance de su vida 2 sold-out: todas las 
entradas agotadas 3 BOUNDARY: limite 4 TO HURL: lanzar 

5 self-governing commonwealth: estado autonomo 

6 PLEA: suplica 7 to GIVE IN: rendirse 8 soccer PLAYER: 
futbolisra V garbage MAN: basurero 10 to strive: 
esforzarse 


Ricky Martin, king and icon of the most 
sensual existing Latin sound. With this 
new album, sung in Spanish and “Spang- 
lish” (English and Spanish combined), 
“Kiki,” as he is known to friends, is trying 
to put boundaries 3 on his seemingly un¬ 
stoppable career. 

A career that began with the scream, 
“Uepa! Un, dos, tres...” which in ‘95 
hurled 4 him to the top of the world charts 
with “Maria”, the song that marked a 
turning point in his life. From that mo¬ 
ment on, nothing would be the same. 

HIS ISLAND HOME 

But, first, lets take a step back and go to 
Puerto Rico, a self-governing common¬ 
wealth 3 of the United States, where Puerto 
Ricans have American passports and citi¬ 
zenship but not the right to vote in the 
American elections. Here, in San Juan, on 
an island that faces the Caribbean Sea and 
has in front of it the most powerful 
democracy in the world, Ricky Martin 
was born and raised. 



GLOSSARY 


A prodigious infant, Martin, at only 12 
years old, already knew what he wanted to 
be as an adult - a pop star. To this end, he 
began to try out for auditions. 

MENUDO MADNESS 

At that time, there was a very successful 
band of young teenagers, Menudo. “I 
wanted to sing, dance, I wanted to be¬ 
come rich, I wanted lots of young girls. 
For months, the group ignored my pleas 4 , 
saying that I was okay but too young,” re¬ 
counts Ricky. “In the end, they gave in 7 
and I became part of this band, composed 
of five crazy teenagers who sang romantic 
ballads in English.” Jose (Luis Vega, still 
his manager today) took care of him while 
his parents held their breath. 

Repeatedly his mother would tell him: 
“You could become a doctor, a soccer 
player 8 , a teacher, or even a garbage man 9 , 
but you must always strive 10 to do your 
best. Though we may not be perfect, re¬ 
member that we are perfectible.” 

So Ricky continued to travel all over 
Latin America, airplane after airplane, 
with one objective in mind: to become the 
best. “It was like being in the military. It 
was hard, but that experience was 
fundamental for me. It was then that I 
learned the importance of discipline,” 
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Top photo, Ricky in the teen band Menudo (he's 
the one on the left); above, clowning around with 
Tom Jones and Sting; above right, in his days 
as an actor on General Hospital; and, far right, 
with Christina Aguilera in the duet, "Nobody wants 
to be Lonely ”. 


GLOSSARY 


11 pace: ricmo 12 drug dealer: 
traficante dc drogas 13 to share the 
LIMELIGHT: comparrir el centra de arencion 14 it has 
been HINTED: sc ha insinuado 15 to make out: darse el 
lote 16 Latvian: leton 17 anthem: himno 
18 UPLIFTED: inspirado 19 to LUST AFTER: desear 
sexualmente 20 heart-wrenching: conmovedor 

21 rose a few notches: subio unos cuanros puestos 

22 FROM head TO TOE: de los pies a la cabeza 

23 hot-air balloon: globo 24 ENLIGHTENMENT: 
iluminacion espiriruai 


he would later recount. Martin continued 
at this pace 11 until he was 18 years old. 
Then he decided to perform in a theatrical 
musical and as an actor in a soap opera in 
Mexico. “But music was there waiting for 
me. I was unable to resist it. When some¬ 
one suggested that I attempt a solo career, 
I didn’t wait to be asked a second time. 
I am happy to have made this choice be¬ 
cause my music has enabled me to 
let people know more about my country 
and its people. Puerto Rico is no longer 
associated with just drug dealers 12 
and machos.” 



A LATIN LOVER 

In Puerto Rico today, Ricky Martin is a 
national hero, sharing the Latin lime¬ 
light 13 with Jennifer Lopez and Salma 
Hayek. Everybody wants Ricky, every¬ 
body desires him, women and men alike. 
It has been hinted 14 that behind his clean, 
athletic image, Ricky is hiding his homo¬ 
sexuality. 

There are even those who claim to have 
seen him flirting with muscular body¬ 
guards. This he has always denied and, as 
if to prove the point, Martin was caught 
making out 15 with the Latvian 16 model 
Ines Misan at the San Remo Festival. 

To dispel doubts about his sexuality, 
Martin once declared: “I lost my virgini¬ 
ty at 13 years old. With a woman. In any 
case, I am responsible to my audience 
only for my behavior on stage. The rest 
is my business.” Thanks to two songs, 
“La Bomba” and “La Copa de la Vida” 
(the official anthem 1 / of the French 
World Soccer Championship), Martin 
has become a star of international pro¬ 
portions. Madonna contributed to 
Martins success with her ‘99 duet widi 
him in “Be Careful.” 
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tual Laws of Success by Deepak 
Chopra, that have greatly influenced 
me.” Can you immagine one of the 
most lusted after 19 men in the world pre¬ 
occupied with Tibetan mantras and 
incense with miraculous therapeutic 
properties? A real surprise, but then 
everyone knows that artists are unpre¬ 
dictable. 

Back on earth, Ricky recently joined 
forces with Christina Aguilera in the 
heart-wrenching 20 ballad, “Nobody 
Wants to Be Lonely.” Thanks to this 
songs video, these two “bodies” with a 
Latin spirit were able to reignite the 
interest of their respective fans. 
Definitely a good move. 

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT 

SOUND Loaded, the previous Ricky 
Martin album that was languishing in the 
middle of the charts, also rose a few 
notches 21 with its Beatles-like echo, its 
Caribbean sound and Middle Eastern 
overtones. 

The same thing happened for “She 
Bangs,” the first single taken from the 
album. Now there’s La HlSTORIA and the 
ex-Menudo is ready to re-explode. In the 
meantime, the pop star, a favorite of 
designer Giorgio Armani (for several 
years Armani has dressed him from head 
to toe 22 ) is not without other appealing 
options. 

The latest: to give his voice to the new 
Steven Spielberg cartoon. He has already 
refused to participate in the sequel to 
DIRTY Dancing and the remake of 
West Side Story: “I hate anything that 
is not original.” But he doesn’t exclude 
the possibility of a future film career: “I 
would like to be in films, to direct a the¬ 
atrical comedy and to travel in a hot-air 
balloon 23 . I’m also putting together all my 
thoughts and poems. Just maybe, if all 
goes well, in five years 1 11 come out with 
a book. Or a child.” 

Assuming, that is, that Martin achieves 
“enlightenment,” 24 his latest challenge 
since his fascination with spiritualism and 
transcendental experiences began. Ascetic 
mysticism and “vida loca,” sinuous Latin 
rhythms and Oriental theology. But what 
if the right path is, as usual, diat of the 
middle ground? Ricky the sex bomb is still 
thinking it over. 

BY HILLARY BELLANTONI 


A MUCH NEEDED DREAK 

But, at that point, Ricky decided he 
needed a vacation. India was his 
destination of choice: “It was an emo¬ 
tional experience visiting the place where 
all religions began. I was able to expand 
my spiritual and cultural horizons. The 
trip greatly affected me,” Martin relates. 
“I nurture myself now with spiritual 
books that allow me to center myself 
despite my crazy life as a singer.” 

After this trip, Martin returned home 
to Miami uplifted 18 , clearly a different 
man. And instead of his Native Ame¬ 


rican prayers at bedtime, he began daily 
yoga exercises. Ricky-Zen, immersed in 
a calm oriental atmosphere in which he 
loves to meditate (“Immediately after 
waking up, I spend from 20 to 40 min¬ 
utes in front of a Buddhist altar.”), 
maintains a contact with the spiritual 
world: “This has been the key to my 
success - a path that I began two years 
ago. My life has always been so frenetic 
that I felt the necessity to put my trust 
in a Supreme Being. 

I’ve met theologians and I’ve read 
many books, including SEVEN SPIR1- 


TATTOOS: three - two flowers 
and a heart 

FAVORITE SINGERS: Miguel Bose, 
Sting, Paul Simon, Barbra Streisand. 
Santana 

FAVORITE ACTOR: Robert De Niro 
FAVORITE DESIGNERS: Giorgio 
Armani, Dolce & Gabbana, Helmut 
Lang, Yohji Yamamoto, Paul Smith 
FEARS: snakes 

LANGUAGES SPOKEN: Spanish, 
English, Portuguese, and a little Italian 
ALBUMS: Ricky Martin (1991, in 
Spanish); Me Amaras (1993, in Spanish); 
A Medio Vivir (1995, in Spanish, contains 
the famous "Maria"); Vuelve (1998, in 
Spanish with "La Bomba" and "La Copa 
de la Vida"), Ricky Martin (1999, in 
English, containing the duet "Be 
Careful" with Madonna); Sound Loaded 
(2000, in English with four songs in 
Spanish); 

La Historia (2001, compilation; Spanish 
and "Spanglish'1 

WEBSITES: wvvw.rickymartin.com , 
www.rickymartinfanciub.net 


FAST FACTS 
ABOUT RICKY 


NAME: Enrique Martin Morales 
NICKNAMES: Ricky, Kiki 
BIRTHDATE: December 24,1971 
HEIGHT* 6T (1.85 m) 

WEIGHT: 165 lbs (75 kg) 

EYES: Brown 

HAIR: Brown sprinkled with blond 
FAMILY: Father: Enrique, Mother: 
Nereida. Has five brothers and sisters: 
Fernando, Angel, Eric, Daniel, and 
Vanessa 

ANIMALS: has a dog, Icaro 
HOBBIES: mountain biking, movie 
going, and yoga 

MOST LOVED PERSON: grandmother 
Iraida Negroni 

SEXIEST CITY IN THE WORLD: 

Rio de Janeiro 

FAVORITE FILMS: THE GODFATHER, 
Platoon, II Postino, Fresa y chocolate 
FAVORITE POETS: T.S. Eliot, Federico 
Garcia Lorca, Arthur Rimbaud 
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HE BAHGS! 

HE BAHGS! 

ON TAPE/5 

Speaker: Mark Worden 
British English 

With his latest album, La Historia, in the 
charts, Puerto Rican heartthrob 1 Ricky 
Martin is once again ready for "La Vida 
Loca." He was asked how an audience 
reacted to his singing in English: 

Ricky Martin /Standard 
American/mild Puerto Rican 
accent!: They do sing English 
and Spanish. It's amazing - 
the audience it's, you know, literally peo¬ 
ple from different generations, and 
they're just there to have a really good 
time. And that has been my mission 
since I started doing this. And it's just 
fascinating, man. You know, at the end of 
the day, my friend, we are all the same. 

It doesn't matter 2 what part of the world 
you're from. We all have a soul, we all 
have the need to have a good time and to 
forget about problems in life. And that’s 
what my concert is all about. 

Martin’s last album was called Sound 
Loaded. He was asked how he came up 
with ' this title: 

Ricky Martin: Sound Loaded -this 
album is loaded 4 with sounds. Different 
cultures, different- I mean, like I've said 
in other interviews, it's, it's full of, Latin 
sounds, of course, that is the base, that 
is the root", that will always be the root. 

In fact, there is more Latin than the pre¬ 
vious album that I was working with. But 
we also have a little bit of tango, we also 
have a little bit of samba, but we also 
have a little bit of, I don’t know, the 
Middle Eastern sound. And I don't know. 
I’ve been travelling for the past couple 
years and meeting a lot of people and 
exchanging ideas with different musi¬ 
cians from different parts of the world, 
and it's inevitable for this new project to 
be affected by all my trips. 

Is there anywhere he can go and not be 
recognised? 

Ricky Martin: Believe it or not, there's a 
lot of places on this planet that, you 
know, people don’t watch television, and 
people don’t listen to radio, and people 
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don’t have albums. I go to little places in 
India where I can just, you know, medi¬ 
tate and go to ashrams and it's just fasci¬ 
nating, it’s, you know, it’s what I actually 
need. But, at the same time, you know 
what, New York City is a great place to 
walk around and people don’t bother 6 ; 
Los Angeles is the same. You know, 
when I'm at home in Miami, I can just go 
to the beach and ride my bike. And it’s, 
it’s relaxed. 

• 

When Martin was 12 years old, he was 
rejected by the band Menudo. How did 
that affect him? 

Ricky Martin: Before that audition for 
Menudo, I did many tv commercials 7 . 

And every time I would do an audition for 
a tv commercial, I was accepted. But I 
really wanted to be in this band, and they 
would not want me in this band. And I 
was so frustrated about it. 'Cause I was 
so small, I was short, and, you know, I 
started playing basketball just to, just to 
grow a little. But I didn’t grow. 

If Martin hadn’t become an entertainer, 
what profession would he have chosen? 


feel lonely. It’s good, it’s not harmful, 
and, in fact, it makes you, you know, 
put your thoughts and ideas in order. 

In February 1999, he performed 
“The Cup of Life” at the Grammy 
Awards, an experience that turned 
him into the phenomenon that he is 
today. He was asked what he 
remembered about that performance: 

Ricky Martin: I was very secure, you 
know. I was just ready to go out there. 

I was not going to think about the fact 
that Pavarotti was sitting in front of me 
while I was performing. So I, I had fun. 
And then right, after the awards, I had 
to hop 10 on a plane, and I landed in Italy 
because I had a... I had to do a show 
over there, and that’s when, that’s 
when I realized everything that was 
going on. And then my knees started 
trembling'’, and then I said, "What is 
going on?”, and then, you know 
what, I need to meditate. 

He was then asked what motivated him 
to be on the Puerto Rican Tourism 
Board: 


EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 

En esta ocasion, escucharemos la primera 
vez para ordenar la informacion de la 
entrevista. Luego, contestaremos algunas 
preguntas sobre informacion especifica. 

1 . Listen to the interview with Ricky Martin 
the first time and put the following main 
points into the order in which they appear. 

a. His famous concert at the 1999 Grammy 
Awards 

b. His attitude to loneliness 

c. The importance of his island Puerto Rico 

d. His trips to India 

e. The audience at his concerts 

F. What happened when he was 12 years old 

g. The Latin sounds in his music 

h. His dancers 

1. His love of airplanes 
j. At home in Miami 

2. Listen to the interview again and answer 
the following questions: 

A. Name three cities that Ricky Martin 
mentions 

B. Name three singers/bands 
c. Name three types of music 


Ricky Martin: I love altitude, I love 
airplanes. I... I guess, if I was not in the 
business, I would have definitely been, 
besides a very frustrated human being, I 
would have been a pilot perhaps. Yeah, 
you never know. 

He recently sang the duet, "Nobody 
Wants to be Lonely” with Christina 
Aguilera. What’s this song all about? 

Ricky Martin: It’s not about nobody 
wants to be without, you know, being 
part of a relationship, as in a couple, but 
nobody wants to be lonely. Everybody’s 
afraid of just being alone in a room, 
everybody’s afraid of what they can find 
internally inside of themselves. That was 
my motto 8 when I recorded this. 

Has Ricky himself ever been lonely? 

Ricky Martin: Yes, I’ve felt lonely and 
sometimes I beg v for loneliness at this 
point, but before what I meant is, is, 
before I would walk into a room and I 
would just have to turn on that television 
set or the radio just to feel that I had 
company. And it’s a great exercise the 
one I’m working on right now, just to 


Ricky Martin: You know what, I am 
proud. I am proud and I love my little 
island. I think it’s a continent. My little 
island could be a continent because 
it has amazing things. And I said, 

“You know what, for Puerto Rico I’d do 
anything and I’ll be talking about my 
island all around the world." Before 
Puerto Rico was all about West Side 
Story, and, and... if not, Puerto Rico, 
people would say, “Where you from?” 
"Puerto Rico." "Oh, Costa Rica." I go, 
"No. Puerto Rico, little island, you 
know, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
and then Puerto Rico.” 


In conclusion, he was asked how he 
picked 1 his dancers: 

Ricky Martin: You don’t have to be 
technically the best dancer, but if you 
give passion into that certain move, 
you know what, you're the one: let’s go. 


GLOSSARY 


1 HEARTTHROB: rompecorazones 

2 IT doesn't MATTER: da igual 3 TO 
COME UP WITH: idear, inventar 4 LOADED: repleto 5 
ROOT: raiz 6 TO BOTHER: molestar 7 commercial: 
spot publicitario 8 MOTTO: Icma 9 TO BEG: rogar, 
implorar 10 to HOP: subirse 11 MY KNEES started 
trembling: empezaron a temblarme las rodillas 

12 TO PICK: escoger 


3. Ricky Martin is described in the interview 
as a "heartthrob”, meaning he is 
physically very attractive and that a lot of 
women fall in love with him. Here are 
some other expressions using the word 
"heart”. Can you guess the translation 
from the context? 

a. After drinking all that whisky, I got really 
bad heartburn 

b. His heartbeat is very irregular 

c. We need to talk things over, so we had a 
heart-to-heart the other night 

d. When the relationship finished, he felt 
nothing but heartbreak 

E. Look, you made him cry! That was a very 
heartless thing to do 

Answers: 

1) e. g. d. j. f. i. b.a. c. h. 

2 ) 

a. New York City, Los Angeles and Miami 

b. Menudo, Cristina Aguilera, Pavarotti 

c. Latin, tango, samba, (Middle Eastern) 

3) 

a. ardores 

b. latido de corazon 

c. una conversacion mtima 

d. pena / congoja 

e. cruel 
















2BA POET? 


,;Pueden los mensajes de texto de los moviles considerarse una 
nueva forma literaria? Hay quien piensa que si. Para muestra 
estan los resultados de un concurso que convoco el GUARDIAN. 


mobile service providers. Text messaging 
is priced separately from the flat fee' 
charged by mobile telephone providers. 

POETRY VS PROFIT 


i s “U” a valid English word? If so, 
can “U mke me blush 1 ” pass as a 
line of poetry? Britain’s GUARDIAN 
newspaper thinks it qualifies. Vic¬ 
tor Keegan, the newspapers On¬ 
line editor, last week announced 
the winner of its first text message 
poetry competition. Hetty Huges, a 22- 
year-old university student, won the 
$1,500 prize for her text poem: “txtin iz 
messin/mi headn’me englis/try2rite es¬ 
says/they all come out txtis. gran not plsed 
w/letters/shes getn/swears i wrote better 
b4 comin2uni. &she’s affican.”* 

POETRY IN MOTION 

Nearly 7,500 telepoems were submitted 
and sent via mobile phone keypad 2 , dur¬ 
ing the two-week competition. A panel 
that included distinguished poets U.A. 
Fanthorpe and Peter Sansom selected 
the seven best. The competitions main 
rule: no poem could exceed 160 charac¬ 
ters, the maximum that can fit on many 
cell-phone screens. “Telepoetry is the 


GLOSSARY 


1 to blush: sonrojarse 2 mobile 
phone KEYPAD: teclado del telefono 
movil 3 TO TAKE BY STORM: revolucionar 4 AGE BRACK¬ 
ET: sector de edad 5 ON AVERAGE: de promedio 
6 STREAM OF REVENUE: fuente de ingresos 7 flat fee: 
tarifa plana 8 CUTE: simpatico, listo 9 are you up for 
IT?: <te apetece? 10 TO wince: hacer una mueca dc 
desaproDacion 11 FAD: moda 12 TO DUB: llamar 13 TO 
SEEK: buscar 14 CHAIR: presidente 
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newest literary form,” says Keegan. “We 
are at the start of a literary and communi¬ 
cations revolution.” Commonly known 
as Short Message Service (SMS), text mes¬ 
saging has taken European youth culture 
by storm 3 . The practice has surpassed e- 
mail in popularity among the young and 
last year over 100 billion text messages 
were sent worldwide. 

Most messagers are in the 15-to-24 age 
bracket 4 , and they each 
send more than 50 
messages a month 
on average 5 . That 
adds up to a lu¬ 
crative stream 
of revenue 6 for 


Poetry and profit, however, have rarely 
been a good marriage. Nor do critics see 
much potential for great literature in 
SMS. In fact, cute 8 abbreviations like 
WASSUP (“What’s up?”), RUUP4IT 
(“Are you up for it?” 9 ) and clever “emoti¬ 
con” symbols such as :-) and :-( make real 
poetry lovers wince 10 . Hamish Ironside of 
Anvil Press, an independent poetry pub¬ 
lisher based in London, says, “This is¬ 
n’t literature. Its a game, a fad 11 .” And 
besides, he adds, “I don’t have a mo¬ 
bile phone.” 

Millions of his countrymen and - 
women do. And fad or art form, the 
text message is entering the realm of 
popular fiction. Helen Fielding, author 
of the best-selling BRIDGET JONES’S DI¬ 
ARY, has launched an “Ask Bridget” serv¬ 
ice that allows subscribers to dial up a dai¬ 
ly text message from Fielding - writing in 
characteristic Bridget Jones mode. 

Dubbed 12 as the first fad of the 21st 
century, text messaging is not entirely 
new. Teenagers have long sought 13 secret 
ways of communicating with each other. 
And for people as a whole, says Jay 
JasanofF, chair 14 of the linguistics depart¬ 
ment at Harvard University, “English lan¬ 
guage and English literature will neither 
stand nor fall by the use of WASSUP, RU- 
UP4IT or even a happy face.” 
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Texting is messing/my head and my 
English/try to write essays/they ait cc 
out textis. grandmothers notpleasec 
with letters/she’s getting/swears I w\ 
better before coming to university. Ar 
she's African. 


Hetty Hughes may have written bettei 
before going to university but her clev 
use of text messaging won her $1500 
Here is a "translation" of her messag 
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DAVID LEAVITT 

HEAPED 

EARTH 

En HEAPED Earth se mezclan realidad y ficcion. Sus 
protagonistas son un pianista y un trasnochado profe- 
sor. Todo ocurre durante una fiesta en Hollywood, una 
pieza de Chopin hace revivir extranos recuerdos. 


www.irlanguage.com 



Language 

oMr' <A) r 1 err 


ON TAPE/6 

Speaker: Mark Winston 
Standard American English 


This months short story is “Heaped Earth” by 
the American writer, David Leavitt, who also 
talks to SPEAK Up (see interview on page 51). 
The setting of the story is a Hollywood party 
at the beginning of the 1960s (as is evident 
from the fact that Ben-HuR, which won the 
Oscar “the year before,” was released in 1959). 
The story combines real people, like John 
Wayne and Jane Russell, with imaginary char¬ 
acters such as the pianist, Kusnezov. The story 
is read by Mark Winston. 
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o celebrate her husbands 
latest movie, a biography 
of Franz Liszt starring the 
much-admired John Ray, 
Jr., Lilia Wardwell want¬ 
ed to throw a party 1 . The 
studio had high hopes 
that the film might win 
the Oscar that year; Ben- 
Hur had won the year before, and the 
word was that this time something more 
intimate might take the prize, so a party 
was just the thing. The theme, she decided, 
would be Romanticism. A pianist, done up 
in Liszts soutane 2 , would play wonderful 
music, while waiters in nineteenth-century 
livery circulated with trays 3 of hors d’oeu- 
vres. Also, in addition to the usual Holly¬ 
wood crowd, she would invite Stravinsky 
and his wife, Vera. 

She called her husband at the studio and 
said, “Frank, 1 need a pianist for the party. 
Any ideas?” 

Til see what I can do,” he answered. As 
it happened 4 , there was a pianist around the 
studio, an immigrant called Kusnezov who, 
people said, could play any song without 
the music, just by hearing it hummed 5 . 
Whenever a piano scene was required, it 
was Kusnezov s hands that were filmed; in 
the Liszt movie his hands were substituted 
for those of John Ray, Jr. 

rom the associate producer, 
Wardwell got Kusnezovs num¬ 
ber. He expected he would 
have to do some prodding 6 , as 
in his experience artist types 
tended to be sensitive 7 . Instead 
Kusnezov proved to be ex¬ 
tremely cordial, and having first enquired 
with delicacy as to his fee 8 , agreed instantly 
to the job - providing, if it was no incon¬ 
venience, that he be paid in advance, and in 
cash. From this Wardwell deduced that he 
either gambled 7 , drank, or had an ex-wife 
pressing him for alimony 10 . 

At seven o’clock on the evening of the 
party Kusnezov arrived at the Wardwells’ 
house and knocked, as instructed, at the 
service entrance. In the kitchen a dozen or 
so waiters were fighting their way into tight 
suits from the studios costume bank, while 
the cook and her assistants spooned caviar 
onto toast points 11 , and cut sandwiches in¬ 
to the shapes of the card suits 12 , and emp¬ 
tied canned hearts of palms 13 onto silver 


platters. Having first explained who he was 
to a man in butlers livery 14 , Kusnezov wait¬ 
ed quietly by the refrigerator until Mrs. 
Wardwell appeared: a woman of heft 15 , 
with a shelflike bosom 16 and bechamel- 
colored hair. 


er perfume commingled 17 
perversely with the cooking 
smells. “Mr. Kusnezov, so 
glad to meet you,” she said, 
offering a moisturized 
hand 18 , and gave him the 
once-over 19 . His appearance 
worried her. After all, though he was wear¬ 
ing the requisite soutane, Kusnezov —it 
could not be denie - was old. When he 
leaned forward to kiss her hand, his breath 
smelled of liquor. Also Liszt (and John Ray, 
Jr.) had those wonderful, Samson-like 
locks 20 , whereas Kusnezov was mostly 
bald 21 , with just a few watery hairs brushed 
forward over his pate 22 ; hardly what shed 
envisioned when she’d planned the party. 
Still, she was determined to be game 23 , and 
clasping 24 his hand in hers, took him into 
the living room, which was harp-shaped, 
sweeping, with ribbed walls 25 . “I’m told the 
acoustics here are sublime,” she said, lead¬ 
ing him across the polished floor to the pi¬ 
ano. Most of the furniture -Scandinavian, 
of light wood and leather- had been 
pushed up against the walls. As for the 
glossy white piano, it stood on a platform 
before a row 26 of louvered 27 floor-to-ceiling 
windows, through the glass of which Kus¬ 
nezov could see a blue swimming pool re¬ 
fracting the sunset, a barbecue pit 28 , an ar¬ 
ray 29 of houses in crisp 30 shades of pink and 
green spilling down the hills 31 toward an 
ocean you could still make out 32 in those 
days before smog. 

They stepped up onto the platform. “I 
trust our humble instrument will be to 
your liking,” Mrs. Wardwell said, position¬ 
ing herself beside the piano like a soprano. 
“Do sit. Its a Steinway, of course. My hus¬ 
band wanted a cheaper brand, but I said, 
‘Frank, Steinway is the instrument of the 
immortals.’” 

“And do you play yourselfi” Kusnezov 
asked, adjusting, with a finicky 33 backward 
motion of the hands, the height of the 
white leather stool 34 . 

“Not seriously, I’m afraid. Still, 1 do enjoy 
tinkling out 35 a bit of Chopin now and then... 
Oh, I had the tuner 36 up this morning.” 


Having first wiped his hands, which 
were slippery 37 with her moisturizer, onto 
his handkerchief, Kusnezov sat down and 
played a scale. 

“A lovely tone,” he said. “Not too bright.” 
“Fine. As for the music, as I’m sure my hus¬ 
band explained, it should be romantic, in 
keeping with the film. Still, this is a party, 
so we don’t want everyone getting down in 
the dumps 38 , do we?” 

“No, Madame.” 

“So nothing dreary 39 . I would be most 
grateful.” 

He bowed 40 his head. 

“Oh, haven’t you brought any music?” 
“There is no need, Madame.” 

“Of course you’re welcome to use any of 
our scores 41 . My daughter Elise can turn 
pages.” 

“There is no need, Madame.” 

“Fine.” She rubbed 42 her hands together. 
“Well, the guests should be arriving in a 
half an hour or so. Oh, would you like a 
drink? Burt”— she signaled the bar¬ 
tender — ”gct Mr. Kusnezov a drink. What 
will you have?” 

“A whiskey and soda. Straight up 43 .” 

“A whiskey and soda, Burt. And now if 
you’ll excuse me, I must check on things in 
the kitchen.” 

He nodded 44 . She left. Burt brought 
Kusnezov his drink, which he guzzled 45 fast. 
Smiling, Burt mixed him a second one. 

The doorbell rang. The man in butler’s 
livery admitted a group of five into the foy¬ 
er - all dear friends of Mrs. Wardwell 


GLOSSARY 


1 TO THROW A PARTY: organizar una 
fiesta 2 DONE UP ... SOUTANE: vestido 
con la tunica de Liszt 3 tray: bandeja 4 AS IT hap¬ 
pened: por casualidad 5 by hearing it hummed: solo 
con oirlo tararear 6 TO PROD: instar, empujar 7 sensi¬ 
tive: sensible 8 TO ENQUIRE as to his fee: preguntar 
por sus honorarios 9 to gamble: jugar 10 alimony: 
pension alimenticia 11 TOAST points: tostaditas 
12 card suits: palos (de Lis cartas) 13 CANNED hearts 
of PALM: corazones dc palmitos en lata 14 IN but¬ 
ler's LIVERY: en librea dc mayordomo 15 OF HEFT: 
robusta 16 SHELFLIKE BOSOM: pechos enormes (lit., 
como un cstante) 17 TO commingle: mezclarse 
18 a moisturized HAND: una mano cubierta de crema 
hidratante 19 TO give THE ONCE-OVER: dar un vistazo, 
examinar rapidamente 20 LOCKS: cabellos 21 BALD: 
calvo 22 PATE: calva 23 to be game: estar predis- 
pucsto 24 TO clasp: apretar, estrechar 25 harp¬ 
shaped, SWEEPING, WITH RIBBED WALLS: en forma de 
arpa, espacioso, con las paredes nervadas 26 ROW: fila 
27 LOUVERED: con persianas 28 PIT: foso 29 ARRAY: 
serie 30 crisp: vivaz. 31 spilling down the hills: 
esparcidos por las colinas 32 to make out: distinguir, 
vislumbrar 33 FINICKY: delicado 34 STOOL: taburetc 
35 to tinkle OUT: tocar unas notas 36 TUNER: afi- 
nador 37 SLIPPERY: viscoso 38 to get down in the 
DUMPS: depri-mirse 39 nothing dreary: nada rriste 
40 to bow: inclinarse 41 score: partitura 42 TO RUB: 
frotar 43 STRAIGHT up: sin hielo 44 TO NOD: asentar 
con la cabcza 45 TO GUZZLE: engullir 
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“Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your attention? It's 7 P.M. The cocktail party is now 
over. Please see that you pick up your proper wraps, check all tables for personal 
effects, and leave the building quietly. Thank you and good night" 


There was grief in 
the air, not fresh, 
but a few years old, 
its presence vague 
as the smell of 
cooking. No one 
dared address it. 


GLOSSARY 


46 TO STRIDE IN: entrar a zancadas 

47 TO scowl: fruncir el ceno 

48 SQUARE-JAWED: de mandfbula cuadrada 49 alas: 
dcsafortunadamente 50 LULL: momento de calma 
51 cut deals: hacer negocios 52 screwdriver: cocrel 
de vodka con naranja (lit., destornillador) 53 weird¬ 
ly: extranamente 54 bow tie: pajarita 55 Eastern 
TWEEDS: craje de tweed (de la costa este) 56 TO PEER: 
mirar (con ojos dc miope) 57 HUMMING CROWD: el 
murmullo de los asistentes 58 to stroll over: acer- 
carse tranquilamente 59 C-minor: do menor 
60 sprite: hada 61 soot-thickened: contaminado de 
hollin 62 BURIED: enterrado 63 TO tread lightly: no 
hacer ruido al andar 64 TO DIM: bajar de tono 
65 LYRE: lira 66 to heap EARTH: cchar tierra 


whom she had asked to come early, to 
“break the ice.” Sitting at the piano, Kusne- 
zov played some Chopin waltzes. 

he next guest to arrive was 
Lee Remick. And then Mrs. 
Wardwell strode in 46 , and Mr. 
Wardwell, who had been 
drinking alone in his study, 
and their daughter Elise, who 
scowled 47 through thick glass¬ 
es. Everyone except Elise chatted amiably, 
Mrs. Wardwell allowing her gaze occasion¬ 
ally to rest with approval upon the figure of 
Kusnezov, who had moved from the 
waltzes to Liszts late evocation of the foun¬ 
tains at the Villa d’Este. 

After forty minutes, he took a break. 
Burt mixed him a third whiskey and soda. 
In the meantime John Ray, Jr. had arrived, 
an event which had provoked the assem¬ 
bled to burst into a round of applause. 


Square-jawed 48 , from Texas, the young ac¬ 
tor had large hands and thick, blonde hair 
which to his regret he had recently been 
forced to cut in preparation for his next 
role, as a navy lieutenant. Although his offi¬ 
cial escort for the evening was a lesbian star¬ 
let named Lorna Baskin, he had made a se¬ 
cret arrangement to rendezvous at the party 
with his lover of the moment, the young 
professor of musicology at UCLA who had 
served as musical advisor for the Liszt 
movie. As instructed, the professor came 
alone, and late. Kusnezov was by now talc¬ 
ing his second break. Most of the guests 
-Hollywood socialites and actors, though 
alas 49 no Stravinsky - were out on the patio. 
In the living room a group of studio execu¬ 
tives took advantage of the lull 50 to share 
Cuban cigars and cut deals 51 . As for Kusne¬ 
zov, he was leaning against the bar, talking 
with Burt about the dog races. 

The professor asked Burt for a screw¬ 
driver 52 . He was a Bostonian of thirty-five, 
new in Southern California, having taken 
his position at UCLA only the year before. 
In the weirdly 53 artificial atmosphere of the 
party he appeared himself to be in cos¬ 
tume, with his bow tie 54 and Eastern 
tweeds 55 . His face melancholic (for he did 
not see his lover), he peered 56 out the door 
at the humming crowd 57 , before strolling 
over 58 to examine the piano. After a few 
minutes Kusnezov stepped past him and 
took his place. They nodded at each other. 

usnezov started to play - a 
Chopin nocturne in C-mi¬ 
nor 59 that, as it happened, 
was one of the professors fa¬ 
vorites. He sat down to lis¬ 
ten. All at once, and quickly, 
the music carried him away 
from that ample California living room 
with its ribbed walls, and into a small 
house, a winter house, where a coal fire was 
burning. There was grief in the air, not 
fresh, but a few years old, its presence 
vague as the smell of cooking. No one 
dared address it. No one dared acknowl¬ 
edge the sprite 60 of memory that danced in 
the heavy, soot-thickened 61 air. Then the 
professor smiled, for now he felt sure of 
something he had long suspected: that 
Chopin had written this nocturne lor a 
sister who had died in childhood. In Kus¬ 
nezov s hands, the supposition became a 
certainty. 
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We didn’t have time to pick up a bottle of wine p but this is what 
we would have spent'' 


urt was silent. Even the exec¬ 
utives fell silent. As for the 
professor, he was remember¬ 
ing a poem by Oscar Wilde, 
written also in memory of a 
sister dead in childhood, a 
sister buried 62 : 

Tread lightly 6 *, she is near 
Under the snowy 
Speak gentfy she can hear 
The daisies grow. 

From the patio John Ray, Jr. entered the 
room. He was talking to John Wayne. 
Their loud conversation dimmed 64 only 
once they recognized that people were lis¬ 
tening to the music, at which point they 
stopped and stood by the door, smiling re¬ 
spectfully. 

The professor looked at John Ray, Jr.; John 
Ray, Jr. looked over the professor. 

Peace, peace , she cannot hear 

Lyre 6 * or sonnety 

All my life's buried here, 

Heap earth 66 upon it. 


DAVID LEAVITT: A PIECE FOR THE PIANO 


ON TAPE/7 

Speaker: Mark Worden 
British English 


David Leavitt, who celebrates his 40th 
birthday this year, teaches Creative 
Writing at the University of Florida in 
Gainesville. We called him there and 
began by asking what had prompted 1 
him to write the short story, “Heaped 
Earth”: 

David Leavitt /American 
accent]: The story actually 
has a kind of curious histo¬ 
ry. I wrote it in Italy, in 
Rome actually, about... I guess about 
four years ago now, and it was one of 
the only stories I’ve ever written, as it 
were 2 , “on assignment.” 3 
I got a call from La Scala, which was at 
that point asking a number of writers 
to do short stories that would be pub¬ 
lished in the program, in an Italian 
translation, to accompany orchestral 
concerts. And this was to accompany a 


concert of American music. And, 
essentially, what I was told was, I was 
given a length restriction, a sort of a 
general length criterion, and asked to 
write something on a musical theme. 
And around the same time I had been 
reading a little bit about the history of 
a pianist whose name was Ervin 
Neragazy, which I will not attempt to 
spell for you, it's got a very tricky 4 
spelling, who was known in the States, 
in the 1950s, as “the skid row 5 pianist” 
because he had started off having a 
very brilliant career as a young man 
and then, after a period of fame as a 
prodigy, he had completely disap¬ 
peared, just fallen off the screen 6 , and 
then re-appeared many, many years 
later, re-discovered in Hollywood, 
where he was making his living as a 
studio pianist for the film industry, and 
also playing bit roles 7 . 

For example, there was a horror movie 
called The Beast With Five Fingers, 
which was about a disembodied hand 
that strangles people and plays the 


piano, and he was the hand, in The 
Beast With Five Fingers. And I was kind 
of fascinated by this idea of someone, 
of a real genius who, for a whole... a 
variety of reasons, simply dropped out 
and then re-appeared. And that was 
really the origin of the story. 

Speak Up: A slightly different area: 
whenever Graham Greene was classi¬ 
fied as a “Catholic writer," he would 
reply that he was a writer “who hap¬ 
pened to be Catholic." Do you ever feel 
the same way when people call you “ 
a gay writer?" 

David Leavitt: I've sort of gotten 
used to it because I don't think there’s 
much I can do about it. No matter 
how much I protest people will still 
call me that. 

1 to PROMPT: mover, incitar 2 AS IT 
WERE: por asi decirlo 3 ON ASSIGN¬ 
MENT: por encargo, designacion 4 TRICKY: dificil 5 
SKID ROW: zona o calle de mendigos o sin techo 6 
TO FALL OFF THE SCREEN: desaparecer del mapa 
7 BIT ROLE: papel menor 




GLOSSARY 
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EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 

Recuerden que es importante escuchar el 
relato dos veces, como mmimo, antes de 
empezar los ejercicios. 

1 . Answer the following comprehension 
questions about the story. 

a. Why did Mrs Wardwell want to have a 
party? 

b. What was Kusnezov's fame? 

c. Why did Kusnezov's appearance worry 
Mrs Wardwell? 

d. What type of music did Mrs Wardwell 
want Kusnezov to play? 

E. How old was the professor and what did 
he teach? 

f. What did the professor realise about the 
Chopin nocturne that Kusnezov played? 

2. Order the following people according to 
the time that they arrive at the party. 

a. Lee Remick 
B. John Ray Jr. 
c. Kusnezov 

D. Mr Wardwell 

E. The professor 

3. Now match the following descriptions to 
one of the following three characters in the 
story: the professor, Kusnezov and 

John Ray Jr. 

a. He had a melancholic face 

b. He had large hands and thick blond hair 

c. He wore a bow tie 

D. He was almost bald 

E. He was square-jawed 

Answers: 

i) 

a. To celebrate her husband's latest movie 

b. That he could play any song without the 
music, just by hearing it hummed 

c. He was old and bald and smelt of liquor 

d. Something romantic and not too 
melancholic 

e. Thirty-five and professor of musicology at 
UCLA 

F. That Chopin had written this nocturne for 

a sister who had died in childhood. 


2 ) 

c. a. d. b. e. 

3) 

a. The professor 

b. John Ray Jr. 

c. The professor 

d. Kusnezov 

E. John Ray Jr. 


DAVID LEAVITT, who was born in 1961, was discovered in his early 
20s: indeed he was even the subject of a Speak Up cover story way back in 
1986! As he explains in the interview, he lives in Italy much of the year. 

He and his partner, Mark Mitchell, have even co-written a book on the subject, 
entitled In Maremma: Life and a House in Southern Tuscany. 



A PLACE I’VE 
NEVER BEEN 

A collection of short stories, 
some with autobiographical 
elements. Leavitt describes 
this, along with Arkansas, as 
his favourite book, contain¬ 
ing as it does many stories 
he has “a lot of personal 
fondness 4 for, but I'm not 
sure I trust myself. Writers 
are often the worst judges 
of their own work!" 


to XI 



ARKANSAS: 

THREE NOVELLAS 

One of the three novel¬ 
las, The Term Paper 
Artist, was due to be 
published in Esquire 
magazine but was 
pulled 1 when Chrysler 
threatened 2 to 
withdraw 3 their adver¬ 
tising, on account of the 
story’s explicit sexuality. 



FAMILY 

DANCING 

David Leavitt's first 
book, a collection of 
short stories, was pub¬ 
lished when he was 
only 24. It immediately 
established him 
as a star. 


“The war is not to 
blame. I came to live 
in this country thirty 
years ago." “Then 
what happened?” 

The prelude ended. No one applauded. 
Once again, Kusnezov got up and got a 
drink, as did John Ray, Jr., John Wayne and 
the professor. T he lovers did nor acknow¬ 
ledge 67 each other. 

Only once the two actors had returned 
to the patio did the professor dare approach 
Kusnezov. His eyes revealed his knowledge; 
that he had heard; that he had recognized. 
“That was magnificent,” he said. 

“Yes, it was,” Kusnezov answered simply. 
“May I ask you a question?” The professor 
stepped closer. “Who are you?” 

“Who was I? you mean. That is the appo¬ 
site point.” 


“You mean before the War...” 

Kusnezov shook his head. “The War is not 
to blame. I came to live in this country thir¬ 
ty years ago.” 

“Then what happened?” 

“What happened? What happened?” The 
pianist laughed. And meanwhile Jane Rus¬ 
sell had come into the room, Mrs. Ward- 
well had come into the room, bringing 
with her a loud, invasive odor of perfume. 

She shot Kusnezov a glance, the mean¬ 
ing of which was obvious: get back to work, 
and no more of the depressing stuff 68 . 

“I must go,” he said to the professor. And 
putting down his empty glass, he returned 
to the piano. 


GLOSSARY 


67 TO ACKNOWLEDGE: saludar 

68 DEPRESSING STUFF: lo deprimente 


THE QUICK GUIDE 

1 TO PULL: retirar 2 TO THREATEN: amenazar 3 TO 
WITHDRAW: retirar 4 fondness: carino 
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THE WEAKEST LINK 

TORTURE 

TELEVISION 


The Weakest Link es uno de los programas de mas 
audiencia de la television britanica. Se trata de un espa- 
cio mezcla de concurso y reality show, donde el presen- 
tador abusa, ridiculiza y humilla a los participantes. 


ON TAPE/8 

Speaker: Moira Shea 
American English 

P rize money today — 2,100 
pounds. But only one of you can 
take that money away. You will 
now play against each other, 
head to head. I’ll ask alternate 
questions, best of five 1 . Whoever answers 
the most correctly wins. Its as simple as 
that. If there’s a tie 2 after five, we’ll go to 
sudden death until we have a winner. So, 
Nadia and Richard, for 2,100 pounds, 
let’s play, The Weakest Link 3 . 

-ANNE ROBINSON 



GLOSSARY 


1 BEST OF FIVE: el primero en acertar tres re- 
spuestas dc cinco pregumas 

2 TIE: empate 3 THE WEAKEST LINK: lit., cl cslabon mas debil 

4 ABUSE: insultos 5 TO HOST: prcscntar 6 TO DUB: llamar, 

denominar 7 PEST: plaga 8 SOMBER: sombrio 

9 WALK OF SHAME: el camino de la vergiienza (juego de 

palabras con el walk of fame de Hollyw ood) 

10 TO SUP THROUGH YOUR FINGERS: dejar cscapar 

11 TRADEMARK LINE: comentario que la identifica 

12 A CELEBRITY OF SORTS: una especie de celebridad 


Humiliation. Abuse 4 . Ridicule. This 
-and more- is what you can expect from 
Britain’s most popular game show. The 
WEAKEST Link. Hosted 5 by English¬ 
woman and former investigative re¬ 
porter Anne Robinson, The WEAKEST 
Link has been dubbed 6 a cross between 
Wi io Wants to be a Millionaire and 
Survivor. 

Anne Robinson (Standard British 
accent)'. You do know with wrong answers 
you lose money, don’t you? A disappoint¬ 
ing four thousand dollars. You can’t possi¬ 
bly be happy with that? So who should be 
eradicated? Who’s the pest 7 in the team? 

WINNER TAKES ALL 

Like in WHO Wants TO BE A MILLION¬ 
AIRE, the contestants of The WEAKEST 
Link, nine in all, compete for a large sum 
of money. And, in SURVIVOR style, it is 
these participants themselves who decide 
the winner. As moderator, Ms. Robin¬ 


son, who in her somber 8 black clothing 
resembles a military sergeant more than 
an entertainer or journalist, quizzes the 
contestants on a wide variety of subjects, 
from geography to popular culture. Each 
correct answer adds money to a general 
bank. But, at the end of each round, the 
contestants vote to eliminate the person 
whom they believe will probably make 
the next mistake, “the weakest link.” 
The last remaining contestant wins the 
entire pot of money; the losers get noth¬ 
ing, but the obligatory “walk of shame 9 .” 

Anne Robinson: The object of the show 
is to win money, not let it slip through 
your fingers 10 . One of you needs to be put 
out of your misery. Who will that be? 
Someone’s time has come. Time now to 
vote off “the weakest link”. 

Now known throughout England for her 
trademark line 11 , “You are the weakest 
link. Goodbye,” Robinson has also be¬ 
come a celebrity of sorts 12 for her vitriolic 
remarks and even abusive treatment of 
the contestants. Unlike former quiz 


Right: the latest in humiliation television includes the 
shows, Chains of Love, aired in the USA, and Big Diet, 
a Dutch program. Above: British television host Anne 
Robinson and the set of her sadistic show. 
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“1 Today’s television programming proves 
§ Vr f that there really are no limits to the 
% / humiliation people will endure for fame. 

Take, for example, Chains of Love (left), the 

.. ■ . ■ J US's latest addition to the reality tv genre. 

In this show, four singles spend 24 hours a day in a 
house chained to one member of the opposite sex (the 
“picker”), who, ultimately, selects one as his/her 
desirable date 1 . The three castoffs 2 are publicly 
rejected, but not only that; the "picker” also decides 
what they are worth in terms of prize money. 

Likewise, sadism runs high 3 in the Dutch 4 production 
Big Diet fright). In an attempt to lose as much weight 
as possible, twelve obese contestants cohabit in a 
castle near Maastricht. They are forced to work out 5 
for five-six hours a day and follow a strict, calorie- 
reduced diet. One by one, the contestant who loses 
the least amount of weight per week is eliminated. 

The last episode has the public deciding which of the 
two finalists will take home the pot of gold. 

But there is a catch 6 to all this: for five days a week, 
the kitchen of the castle is used by a top-rated chef, 
who prepares his aromatic specialties for all to see. 
Temptation enough? 
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EXERCISES 

Listening Questions 

Este ejercicio consiste en contestar 
preguntas sobre informacion especffica. 
Luego, analizaremos aspectos del 
vocabulario. 

1. Listen to the report once and answer 
these general comprehension questions: 

A. What is the name of the presenter? 

B. How many contestants are there? 

c. Who decides the contestants to Ije 
eliminated? 

d. What does the presenter look like? 

E. Who is the "weakest link”? 

f. Out of all the contestants, who gets the 
money? 

g. Why is the presenter different from 
normal quizmasters? 

2. Anne Robinson is referred to in the report 
as the "iron maiden” because of her hard 
and aggressive manner. Here are some 
other metaphorical expressions using 
metals. Can you guess the meaning from 
the context? 

a. Those tickets were like gold dust, after 
only a few days they were all sold out. 

B.His body has completely changed ever 
since he started pumping iron. 

c. Marilyn Monroe and James Dean are 
legends of the silver screen. 

d. We spent hours talking nonsense, before 
we got down to brass tacks. 

e. The difference between us is that I've got 
dark blond hair and she is a platinum 
blond. 

Answers: 

1) 

a. Anne Robinson 
B. Nine 

c. The contestants themselves in a team 
D. Dressed in black, she looks like a military 
sergeant 

e. The contestant who would appear to 
answer the least number of questions 
correctly, who would be most likely to 
make the next mistake 

f. The last one who is left, the others get 
nothing 

g. Antagonistic, vitriolic statements - she 
tortures the contestants, the typical 
quizmaster encourages them, eases their 
embarrassment 

2 ) 

a. very difficult to obtain 

b. going to the gym/weight-training 

c. cinema 

D. the fundamental /serious things 

E. very fair, almost white blond hair 
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show hosts whose role was essentially to 
ease 13 the participants’ embarrassment, 
Robinson exacerbates it — and clearly en¬ 
joys doing so. In one recent British 
episode, for example, she berated 14 Tony, 
a young college-educated contestant. 
“Tony!” she screamed 15 . “You have a de¬ 
gree in criminal justice, and you don’t 
know what the Mafia are called in Ameri¬ 
ca?” Such antagonism towards higher 
education fuels 16 many of Robinson’s re¬ 
marks and masks her own insecurity 
about having never attended college. 

Anne Robinson: Have a go. What are 
you scared of? You never know, you might 
guess 17 one right. 

Now the United States is being treated to 
this same masochistic spectacle. In hopes 
of successfully competing with ABC’s hit 
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire, 
NBC will be airing The WEAKEST LINK 
starting April 16th. And, in a move that 


will surely surprise many, there will not 
be a sweet, funny American host but the 
acerbic :n Anne Robinson herself. 

Will the “iron maiden’s 17 ” irony and sar¬ 
casm work with ingenuous Americans? 
Anne Robinson has no doubts. “I never 
fail 20 ,” she told TV Guide Online. “MIL¬ 
LIONAIRE aired in England, and it hasn’t 
caused us any problems whatsoever. The 
Weakest Link’s stakes 21 have been so 
much lower compared to the opportuni¬ 
ty for one million dollars - and we’ve still 
taken them to the cleaners 22 .” 

BY MOIRASHEA 


13 TO EASE: suavizar, aliviar 14 TO BERATE: 
rcnir, reganar 15 TO SCREAM: gritar 16 TO 
FUEL: alimentar 17 TO GUESS: adivinar 18 ACERBIC: aspero 
19 IRON MAIDEN: dama de hierro 20 I NEVER FAIL: no kilo 
nunca 21 STAKES: dinero en juego 22 we’ve STILL TAKEN 
THEM TO THE CLEANERS: les hemos dejado sin blanca 

LET’S GET HUMILIATED! 1 DATE: acompanante 2 

CASTOFF: rcchazado 3 SADISM RUNS HIGH: hay mucho sadismo 
4 Dutch: holandes 5 to work OUT: haccr ejercicios, 
gimnasia 6 CATCH: pcga 
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DO GEHTLEMEN PREFER 
BLONDES? 

In America and else¬ 
where it is automatically 
assumed that blonde 
women are beautiful, 
but stupid. They are the 
subject of jokes and 
now, it seems, films. In 
the Robert Luketic-directed Legally 
Blonde, which was released in American 
cinemas in July, Reese Witherspoon 
plays a girl with just that problem. 

Her good looks may have made her a 
sorority queen 1 on campus but they 
are preventing her from marrying her 
wealthy 2 boyfriend. The cast 
includes Raquel Welch 
[picturedabove), who was a 
non-blonde sex symbol in the 1970s. 

ALL SUMMER LONG 

As titles of summer movies go, Wet Hot 
American Summer, which had a 
limited run in the USA in July, is almost 
perfect. Directed by David Wain, the film 
is about a great American institution: 
summer camp 3 . The film is set in August 
1981 and it stars members of the popular 
comedy troupe, “The State.” According 
to pre-release reviews posted on the 
internet by fans who saw the preview, 
the film is "hilarious." 




OKLAHOMA IS NOT OK 

Whether it was a great piece of marketing 
or just a coincidence is not known, but it's 
strange that, just weeks after the execu¬ 
tion of Oklahoma bomber Timothy 
McVeigh, a film called The Oklahoma 
Tragedy should be opening at the US box 
office. In actual fact the film is about an¬ 
other episode in American history. In 
June 1931 Oklahoma police officers shot 
and killed two Mexican students: 
later it was discovered that one of them 
was the son of the President of Mexico. 



The Return of the Apes 


T im Burton, director of such 
gems as Edward Scissor- 
HANDS and Ed Wood, is one of 
Americas more original direc¬ 
tors and therefore he can be for¬ 
given for “making a re-make.” The film in 
question is the 1968 classic, PLANET OF 
THE APES and Burton (pictured here with 


his wife) says that his version is a “re-imag¬ 
ination” rather than a fully-fledged 4 re¬ 
make. The new Planet of the Apes, 
which was released in cinemas in the USA 
last summer, has BOOGIE NIGHTS 
star Mark Wahlberg in its cast, as well 
as British actors Helena Bonham Carter 
and Tim Roth. 


The big release in the USA is a se¬ 
quel. Scary Movie, a parody of the 
horror movie genre directed by 
Keenen Ivory Wayans, was a hit 
last summer and, even if all the 
cast members were brutally 
murdered during the film, it’s 
back as Scary Movie 2. The pro¬ 
ducers tried to persuade Marlon 
Brando to accept a small walk-on 
part 5 , in exchange for $2 million, 
but the 77-year-old star was 
unable to take up 6 the offer on 
account of pneumonia. 



GLOSSARY 


1 SORORITY QUEEN: ganadora de un 
concurso de bclleza universitario 
2 WEALTHY: rico 3 SUMMER CAMP: campamentos estivales 
4 FULLY-FLEDGED: total, Complete 5 SMALL WALK-ON 
part: aparicion breve 6 to take up: aceptar 
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THE WEB’S FINAL 
RESTING PLACE 

The next time that you cannot 
find a cool website that you 
have visited before, try 
searching for it on 
www. disobey, com/ 
ghostsites. What started as a 
hobby site for Steve Baldwin, a free-lance 
writer, has become a museum of website 
failures, listing Internet casualties 1 , such 
as MyLackey.com, Kozmo.com, 
PianetRx.com. With the Net’s current 
bust 2 , 60 to 100 new sites get added each 
month. Baldwin stresses on his 
homepage that the purpose of the site is 
"not to laugh at the fallen 3 but to 
preserve their last image, before all 
traces of these sites' existence are 
deleted from history's view." 




www.irlanguage.com 
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FUTURE SHOCK 


V 


ARE YOU MAKING 
ENOUGH? 

Before you think about leav¬ 
ing Spain and going else¬ 
where in the world to live 
and work, you should check 
out the website 
www.salaryexpert.com and 
find out what kind of a 
salary you can hope to make in another 
country. The site lists average salaries for 
826 jobs in 45,000 North American cities 
as well as 1,300 cities worldwide. For 
example, did you know that editors 8 in 
Tierra Del Fuego can earn $50,000 a year? 
Type in your favorite city and see how you 
would do 9 . 

HE-MAILS WHILE 
SH E-MAILS 

Research has just confirmed what we 
always suspected - that men and women 
use e-mail in different ways. For example, 
women tend to be more open, composing 
long letters with minute detail, while men 
are succinct, sending a short joke or 
using e-mail as an organizational tool 10 
to arrange an outing 11 . Women tend to 
read e-mails as soon as they arrive and 
respond immediately, while men wait a 
few days before responding. Online, men 
make strong assertions and use 
profanity 12 , whereas women soften their 
assertions with suggestions and polite 
expressions. 



Imagine that you are taking a peaceful walk in the British countryside, when 
suddenly you hear the annoying sound of mobile phones going off all around 
you. Before you start looking for any loquacious human culprits 4 , maybe you 
should look to the trees instead. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
has found that British birds, such as starlings 5 , are mimicking the noise of 
cell phone ringing tones. Mike Everett, a spokesman for the society, says that 
birds have long imitated man-made sounds from human whistling 6 to 
car brakes screeching . 




T hese neat-looking 13 head 
phones, called Aiwa’s Ear 
Link, feature a metal arch 
that ends in two black foam 
pieces. You won’t have to 
worry about the phones falling out of 
your ears as each package comes with 
three different ear ring sizes. The Ear 
Link costs $30 and you can choose 
from a blue or orange set. To order 
them or simply to find out more, visit 
the website aiwa.com. 


1 CASUALTY: fracaso 2 bust: 
crisis 3 to laugh at the fall¬ 
en: reirse dc los fracasados 4 culprit: culpa¬ 
ble 5 STARLING: estornino 6 WHISTLING: silbido 
7 CAR BRAKES screeching: chirrido de un 
coche al frenar 8 editor: redactor 

9 HOW YOU WOULD DO: cuanto ganarias 

10 tool: instrumcnto 11 outing: salida 

12 PROFANITY: blasfemia, palabrotas 

13 neat-looking: elegante 


GLOSSARY 
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